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Windsor Youth Commission
Minutes – 5/05/04

Meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m.  Florence Barlow, Chairperson, presided.

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE
Florence Barlow               Sharon Rispoli Sarah Thrall Caitlyn Turgeaon
Joe Novak   Melissa Mascoli Janet Foster
Dr. Robert Gange  Cori-Lynn Webber Patricia Hymes Michael Reynolds 
Cindy Fisher, WPD 

MEMBERS NOT IN ATTENDANCE

Jeanette Cave

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE
Mary-Liz Sullivan Marina Surette Kathy Wise
Rich Henderson Peter Souza

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS NOT IN ATTENDANCE
Donald Trinks   
Dr. William Nelson
Catherine Moreton

GUESTS
none

Chairperson’s Remarks and Welcome Visitors –

Florence introduced new members, Melissa Mascoli and Janet Foster.  Welcome!

Peter confirmed getting new secretary.
 
PREVIOUS MINUTES – Motion for minutes to be approved by C. Webber; seconded by R. Gange;
unanimously approved.
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STANDING REPORTS – 

A) Windsor Skate Park – New signs are being made with rules and regulations. Corri-Lynn suggested
putting the signs up higher to deter being taken down by vandals. Joe noted that the removal of signs
should be reported to the Police. Recreation will talk to the skateboarders about the problem of the
signs being destroyed the week of 5/10. 

B) CASAC - Mary-liz noted that we have received the check for the grant; will work with the finance
department on having bills from the winter festival paid out of this.

 
C) Family and Leisure Services – Rich noted that hiring staff and processing registrations for the

summer is going well. Swim lesson registration will be Thursday, May 13th at 8:00AM. There will be a
Fishing Derby on May 8th at Washington Park with prizes for children 10 and under. The Flashlight
Egg Hunt went well – 450 youth attended; could use more staff for this event next year; ran out of
film.  Upcoming project – new gym floor at LP Wilson and Sage Park – synthetic rubber.

D) Youth Services Bureau – Mary-liz reported that after-school programs are doing well – youth are
involved in several projects – Computer class for senior citizens has been well received by the
seniors - Entry gardens at LP Wilson are in process of being re-done, one is complete, people have
complimented them - Youth currently are working on projects for sale at Shad Derby as fundraiser.
Mary-liz is also helping First Town Downtown with the Bike Tour on June 5 as part of Youth Services’
partnership with them in the YSB Community Projects program. The youth are also helping with the
Kids Safety Fair as part of that whole event.
Mary-liz reported also on meetings with John Shuchocki of Community Health Resources (North
Central Counseling) on collaborating in providing service to youth residing in foster homes in
Windsor. CHR may be the identified provider under a new project of DCF. YSB is working on how to
be involved in the coordination of services to ensure that Windsor youth are served, and particularly
that families are aware of after-school resources since many of the foster parents are at work during
the vulnerable 3-6PM time.
Mary-liz also reported on the establishment of a new Youth Assessment Team under Healthy People.
Personnel from the schools, police department, health department, recreation services, youth
services, and a representative from the Youth Commission have been invited to join. In their first
meeting, issues of social isolation, poor personal/social boundaries, and mobility of families changing
residences were addressed. A specific social issue that was raised is the high prevalence of STDs
among youth – Windsor ranks 11th in the state – there appears to be a concentration of suburban
communities surrounding Hartford that rank high – this is a trend that should be further researched –
may be a cause for concern. 

E) PAL – Meeting on 5/14 had an attendance of 15-20 people. The grant money has begun to come in -
$2,000 was received last month. Some summer programming is being developed. Currently the PAL
center averages 80-100 youth per day. The Police presence has been good and new staff are
working out well. New staff member, Brian Sinclair, has begun a parent advisory program, “PAL’s
Pals”, which are a group of parents working with the youth and presenting ideas to the Board.  A
barbecue party is being arranged at the PAL Center. 

F) Windsor Public Library – Marina spoke about the renovation plan. Issues concerning where to store
books are being reviewed – looking for a possible 14 month lease on a storage facility. Marina
passed out flyers advertising “Shelter a Shelf” program inviting residents to store books during the
renovation. Architecture plans have been reviewed; being reviewed by town; increasing costs of steel
and lumber may be an impact. The Children’s department is starting their summer reading program
with a kick-off on June 17 – exciting program.
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F) Windsor Public Schools – Kathy noted that the 7th grade are having a Heritage night in which they'll
present projects; the 8th grade have their Philadelphia trip; the 7th grade will go to Cape Cod late May
and early June; Enrichment Expo will be May 10 – opportunity for kids who have been involved in
these after-school classes to shine. Mentor program – 54 students from the High School are
mentoring youth at Sage Park. DARE program – new curriculum started this year.  
Joe asked if a child needs services beyond what the school social worker can provide, where do they 
  go? Cindy noted that Linda Saypalia of The Partnership provides family assessments and that both 
she and the Police student resource officer at Sage Park run a girls group. Mary-liz reviewed how
referrals are made to counseling facilities – both private and non-profit. There are no municipal
services currently offered in Windsor. There are a few private facilities and Community Health
Resources is our regional mental health center. Referrals in today’s world, however, are very
dependant on the individual’s insurance carrier. Every insurer has a panel and a treatment facility has
to apply to be on each panel individually. Youth Services will be developing a small counseling
program (a pilot program) in the next fiscal year as a municipal service; it will be cash based fee for
service to avoid the difficulties imposed by the insurance system. 

G)  Youth Council – Youth have been meeting every week – very involved in getting their first event
off the ground – called “Sound Wave” – June 5, 4-7PM on the Town Green - contest and showcase of
talent. Mary-liz noted that she has made request with the Police dept. for officers on the green; Cindy
reported that Kelvan Kearse is taking care of it. Florence noted the need for adult supervision – Youth
Commission members are needed as chaperones. She is also working on getting parents to
volunteer. Joe suggested talking to PAL’s Pals. Mary-liz noted that the youth had created a message
board on the web to keep folks informed – includes a calendar. 

NEW BUSINESS

None.
 
OLD BUSINESS

1. Ordinance regarding alcohol available to youth at in-home parties. Robert Gange noted that he
has been in contact with West Hartford  - has not received information yet. 

 2. Program Directory –Mary-liz noted that one of the youth in her program has taken on this
project and has sent out surveys to the town’s civic organizations – is collating responses.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None.

ROUND TABLE
Sarah – attended Early Childhood Council meeting – appears to be another Youth Commission –
appears to have more town staff than parents – hopefully it will become more parent-driven. 
They have received $1,000 for a speaker/forum

Rich – Thursday, May 13 is the Hershey Track and Field Meet for children 9-13 years at 6PM.
The top 8 times in state for each event will go to meet at Willowbrook Park – top finishers get a
trip to Hershey, PA – over 100 kids registered last year – find out about it through town brochure
– register at LP Wilson or on site.

Mary-liz – Facilitating a workshop tomorrow for the “Pathways” program  - a diversity education
program through Windsor High – collaboration between 4 communities – Windsor, Simsbury,
East Granby, and Hartford Sports Sciences Academy – creates a learning environment with
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youth from urban, suburban/urban, suburban, and rural communities – a really nice program and
a wonderful bonding experience for the youth – YSB has coordinated its Sister School Program
providing transportation and facilitating workshops.

Sharon – she is on Board of WILA – they’ve received  $12,000 toward projects – expressed her
appreciation for all this town does for youth and families

Joe – Noted that work on O’Brien field has been postponed; work is going to be done on re-
organizing some space at Poquonuck School with the office location being moved; study on all-
day Kindergarten continues. Joe noted that Civitan does a Challenge Baseball program for youth
with special needs – agreed with Sharon’s note about civic organization involvement – lots of low
profile activities are going on that make a difference.

Cindy – Dom’s Eatery donated $1,000 for Special Olympics. The Peer Mediation Round-up will
be May 26 at Northwest Park.

Peter – The Budget Referendum will be May 11th; please vote.

Janet – Questioned if Youth Services Bureau is funded by State Department of Education –
Mary-liz responded that it is in part.

Motion to adjourn made by J. Novak and seconded by R. Gange.  Motion passes.

Meeting adjourned at 8:32PM

Respectfully submitted, 
Michael Reynolds/Mary-liz Sullivan


