Commission on Aging and Handicapped
Minutes
December 6, 2005

Commissioners Present: Pat Hays, L'Amour Howell, John Merrill, Estelle
LaBarre, Sue Viner, Linda Rickard, Lee Hoffman,

Staff Liaison: Kathleen Marschall, Windsor Senior Center
Excused: Gale Deming, Shirley Hallett, Stephany Wall
Also Present: Brian Funk, Director of Public Works

The meeting was called to order at 7:08PM.

Communication from Commissioners and Liaison Person:

Sue Viner expressed her concern about the Food Bank here in Windsor and that there is a
lack of food.

A discussion ensued about the Food Bank.

L'Amour Howell explained to everyone that she has not been able to attend meetings due
to her work schedule.

Kathleen Marschall distributed the December newsletter and highlighted upcoming
events.
The Senior Health Fair was well attended, with over 800 shots being administered.

Communication from Public:
None

Minutes:
The minutes from the November 1, 2005 meeting were reviewed, corrections were made
and the minutes accepted.

New Business:
e Curb Cut Information and Snow Removal
Lee Hoffman introduced Brian Funk, Director of Public Works.

John Merrill explained the concern regarding clearing snow from curb cuts, and he asked
who clears the curb cuts.

Brian Funk said the curb cuts are cleared, but when the streets get plowed they become
covered with snow again. Home owners should clear them as part of the sidewalk.



Public Works attempts to keep up with clearing the curb cuts in the center of town and
near schools as much as they can but they don’t have the resources to handle them on a
town wide basis.

Brian said if there was an individual that needed a curb cut cleared; Public Works would
do their best to clear it. He recommended they contact Social Service if they need
assistance.

A discussion ensued about this issue.

John Merrill suggested doing some advertising to remind people about clearing the curb
cuts.

Brian Funk said the police department enforces the sidewalk ordinance.

Linda Rickard asked who is responsible for the curb cuts near the center of town where
there is no property owner.

A discussion ensued about this issue.

Brian Funk suggested an individual could contact Social Services if there is a problem
with curb cuts.

Lee Hoffman said he would contact Enita Jubrey to find out about getting a press release
out regarding clearing curb cuts.

Old Business:
Sue Viner distributed an article from the Hartford Courant about seniors receiving some
sort of a tax break in Rocky Hill.

A discussion ensued about the article.

Lee Hoffman said he spoke with Peter Souza regarding property tax relief. The state
legislature is looking at the property tax issue and how businesses are taxed and where
the money goes. The Town Council is going to meet with the legislative delegation from
our area next month to discuss this.

The town is looking at getting more money from the state for senior property tax relief
and they would like the state to raise the minimum income for tax relief.

Lee suggested waiting until April to bring up the idea of a tax relief committee to Town
Council.

e Forum on Inclusion



Linda Rickard, John Merrill and L'Amour Howell attended the special meeting with the
Human Relations Commission on December 5th. They viewed the tape of the forum and
the group wants to have it edited so it can be used for community and civic groups.

L'Amour Howell said after viewing the tape she felt there was a need for advocacy,
transportation, recreational services, and occupational services.

Linda said the next step is a smaller group is going to meet and they will approach WIN
TV to possibly have the tape edited free of charge.

e Restaurant Brochure
Lee Hoffman handed out a complete list of active food establishments in Windsor. Lee
counted 41 fixed restaurants on the list. He suggested all of us go through the list and
determine the fixed establishments for the January meeting.
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Marschall



