
Conservation Commission
November 29, 2005
Windsor Town Hall

1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 7:45 p.m.

Roll Call - Present: Beaudin, Davis, Dolliver, Harvey, 
Hinckley, Rogovich, Smith, Stepanek, Yeich; ex officio, 
Parker

2. PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

3. MEETING MINUTES 
Minutes from 10/25/05
Spelling correction from “loosing” to “losing.” 
Accepted as corrected.

4. OLD BUSINESS
Speaker, Dick Davis (radavis@babsoncapital.com) from 
the Simsbury Land Trust was introduced by Chairman 
Davis.  

Highlights of his talk included:

Trust is 30 years old.

In selecting properties for preservation, the group 
used the Town Plan of Development and list of protected 
properties as major sources and examined key land 
features, i.e., geological value, existing habitats, 
historical features. Primary interest is in ridgelines, 
riverfronts, wetlands, and fields. After much 
discussion, the committee selected areas in town to 
pursue and developed a game-plan consisting of 1,000 
acres to preserve.  Personal contact will be made with 
the land owner(s) when soliciting land for 
preservation. This takes years of gentle persuasion. 

5. NEW BUSINESS

Simsbury Land Trust Presentation
A part time director was hired five years ago. 



Membership is 800 strong, which gives them income and 
credibility/strength as an organization. Dues schedule: 
$25 individual membership, $50 family; levels of $100, 
$500, and $1,000. Average donation is $65-$75 per 
family.  These dues also pay for newsletter and 
mailings which is their only expense. Mailings cost 
approximately $8,000 to mail to 8,300 households.

Produces 6-page Newsletter biannually which touts their 
accomplishments. 

The message is spread via speaking engagements to local 
organizations(in teams of two).

The critical part is the availability of public funds. 
Grants are available through the Department of 
Agriculture at $2- $3 million per year from the state 
of CT. The process is politically charged. State monies 
are available. Town monies – if request exceeds 
$100,000 must be put to a referendum. It is important 
to have town endorsement. 

A grant was received from NRCS to purchase 110 acres of
Rosedale Farm. (With help from monies from DEP and 
citizenry.  NRCS is particularly interested in 
preserving prime agricultural soils. The criteria 
specifies seeking property that is 70% field as well as 
examination of historical factors. This acquisition 
gave them credibility, identity, and momentum to dive 
right into acquiring the next piece of property.

Received another grant from NRCS. 

Public is more agreeable to donating to a project 
rather than a fund. 

The Trust is comprised of about 15-20 members from all 
walks of life – developers (they make it very clear 
that they are not opposed to development and growth, 
but that growth should be managed), lawyers, Democrats, 
Republicans, influential people, etc. 

Membership is built by mailings of letters, postcards, 
pamphlets, door-to-door solicitations. Newspaper 
articles and programming on local access station also 
helped in spreading the word. A staff person is also 
vital in keeping things moving. 



The board consists of committees: Acquisition, 
Membership, Stewardship, Campaign, Governance, Legal. 
Membership strength is directly proportionate to 
government attention.

Presently 700 acres in trust: 25 properties; 
development rights to four properties, including two 
farms (110 acres & 170 acres). Appropriate restrictions 
are incorporated into the Development Rights agreement; 
i.e. fields must be mowed annually.

Pleasant Street Neighborhood Action Coalition
Charles Button, representative from the Pleasant Street 
Neighborhood Action Coalition was introduced by the 
chairman as our next speaker. 

The town has a plan in place to make road improvements 
and to redesign the Pleasant Street area where the 
historic railroad bridge exists. Parts of the road were 
washed out during the last heavy rain storm and it 
remains an area that experiences frequent flooding and 
erosion. The neighborhood group would like to see the 
area in question converted to open space with passive 
recreation.

Highlights were:
The neighborhood group garnered signatures from a 
petition they circulated asking the town to consider 
converting the section of Pleasant St. to trails and 
open green space in keeping with the Windsor Plan of 
Conservation and Development. Charles pointed out an 
impressive number of references to their proposed plan 
being in alignment with the town’s Plan of Development. 
One of the town’s concerned is that the road is a 
connector to two major arteries for emergency vehicular 
traffic. 

Charles also pointed out the number of wildlife 
habitats: red bat, eagle, bog turtle, leopard frog –
some categorized as special concern species.

Ford pointed out that there may be monetary 
constraints. Open space and trails would require 
constant maintenance. Federal funds are available for 
road construction and not the creation of a park.



FRWA will assist in getting signatures from their 
Windsor members. 

Charles has been contacted by Steve Goode from The 
Hartford Courant.

Town engineer will come up with a revised plan in 
December. 

Charles will contact Ray Walker to continue the 
discussion.

Charles asked for support from the Conservation 
Commission. 

Blaise made a motion that the Commission send a letter 
to the appropriate town leaders in support of the 
creation of a trail to connect to the existing 
riverwalk and in support of the Pleasant Street 
Coalition’s overall improvement plan for Pleasant 
Street. 

Voted and passed unanimously. 

Blaise will draft a letter for approval.

6. ROUND TABLE 
Ann and Dick attended the CACIWC conference where Gina 
McCarthy, DEP Commissioner was the keynote speaker. She 
encouraged marketing the message of conservation and 
stewardship; sprawl being the biggest threat. She is a 
proponent of “No Child Left Inside” – a slogan 
encouraging children to explore the outdoors, climb 
trees, take hikes, etc. 

Ann further commented on the breakout sessions which 
she attended. Some pointers given: Request the town to 
have natural resource assessment. Members should have 
an understanding of what needs to be protected. 
Encouraged audience to become well versed with 
regulations. When we appear before the Council, 
organizations, clubs or public bodies, we should speak 
knowledgeably. Educate the public on conservation 
matters. 



Sam’s modification to website – the article on 
balancing development with open space was finally 
approved.

Strategic spending plan with Northwest Park references 
starting a land expansion fund. Wanted to inquire about 
this. 

Meg distributed fact sheets from Sierra Club seminar 
which she attended.

- Techniques for Preserving Open Space
- Transfer of Development Rights 
- Conservation Easements – to name a few

Dan still waiting to hear from TPZ on nomination.

Sheila now a permanent member. 

Colette and Ann hope to complete the mailer by THE Jan. 
meeting.

7. STAFF REPORTS
None.

8. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned @ 9:50 p.m.


