
CONSERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES

MAY 30, 2006

PRESENT:   Beaudin, F. Davis, M. Davis, Dolliver, Hinckley, Rogovich, Harvey, Yeich; ex 

officio, Parker

Meeting was brought to order at 7:40.

Eric Barz, newly appointed Town Planner, was scheduled to address the 
commission. However, due to budget negotiations taking place simultaneously in the 
Council Chambers, he had to cancel. Eric will be available at June’s Conservation 
meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS

• Meg reported that the commission’s Shad Derby booth was a success. 
Children’s games were gratis which attracted families. As the kids waited to play 
games, commission members spoke with the adults regarding conservation goals. 
Names and email addresses of interested citizens were collected.   Attorney Cori-Lynn 
Webber volunteered her services with legal issues. Magnets were distributed together 
with Open Space Fund envelopes. Lots of interest. 

• Ann and Colette presented the final version of the Save Open Space info-
brochure. All reviewed and approved. Frank will wait for correct timing to present it to 
the town manager for approval.  Magnetic bumper stickers were suggested as well as 
T-shirts – both donning the CC colorful logo. 

The Open Space Fund status:
$15,000 balance
$20,000 from subdivisions
$32,000 from Amolia Farms

The town would prefer that the bulk of funds be transferred to the Land Trust 
rather than remain in the Open Space Fund. Placing monies in the Land Trust would 
allow more freedom to acquire land and would reduce red tape considerably.



NEW BUSINESS

• The Land Trust has been set up with a membership fee structure in place.

• Chairman is notified if there is a fee in lieu of open space or land donations are 
made in conjunction with development. Meg pointed out that we should be notified of 
zoning changes made from agricultural to residential. She volunteered to monitor this by 
accessing the TPZ agendas and then notifying commission members if need be.

• Ann wanted to make the members aware of a future DRC radio program (date 
to be announced) which will feature a developer from Woodstock who transformed 50% 
of a gravel pit into a subdivision and saved the other 50% as open space.  

• Frank received a letter announcing that 4.3 acres of land are available on 
Three-Rod Rd. (#108 & #120) for $110K. Dick suggested drafting a letter to the state 
encouraging them to cede it to the town as an adjunct to Matianuck State Park. We 
would clean it up and remove refuse. Frank will follow through. Dick inquired as to who 
keeps track of the monies in the open space fund and who is authorized to spend it?

ROUNDTABLE

Blaise suggested that we closely examine the boundaries between private Trust 
Fund and public Conservation Commission. 

Sam suggested that we work on items on our priority list and also review the 
“wish list.” Colette suggested that we invite Cyd Groff to advise us on which parcels of 
land from our “wish list” should take top priority for preservation. Sam will draft letter.

Ideas were bounced around on uses of website: post gems of information, 
conservation activities, etc.  Frank would like to produce a newsletter. 

The commission will not meet during July and August. Frank would like 
continuation on projects and would like intra-communication during these months.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Next meeting scheduled for June 27, 2006.


