
Conservation Commission Minutes
September 26, 2006

The meeting was called to order @ 7:35 p.m.

Present: Beaudin, D. Davis, Dolliver, Harvey, Hinckely,  Parker, Rogovich, Yeich, 
Chairman F. Davis, 

Guests: Sharon Gauthier and Eric Barz

Old Business: May’s minutes were approved unanimously
Regrettably, Dick Dolliver resigned as of December.
Dan Stepanick resigned.
Dave Davis’ status will change to a regular member.

New Busniess:
Guest speaker Eric Barz, new Town Planner shared his philosophies and the direction in 
which he views the town heading. Among other positions held, he was formerly Assistant 
Town Planner under Mario Zavarella and worked for Plan Metrics, the consulting firm 
which helped with Windsor’s current Plan of Conservation and Development prior to 
acquiring his present position.
Eric is grateful to be back in town and sang Windsor’s praises – it has everything over 
other CT towns: Northwest Park, a business corridor on Day Hill Road, easy access to 
mass transit, easy entrance to a major highway, and proximity to airport among other 
things.

He stated that he not only takes a balanced approach when reviewing properties for 
development, but also holds a strong initiative to preserve open space. He reiterated that 
it is cost effective to preserve open space. He is an advocate of smart growth, which has 
been endorsed by the Governor.

A Q. & A. followed. 
One of the prevailing concerns of the commission was the loss of our research data 
logging open space throughout town, which was placed on GIS. Eric was confident that 
planning department town staff could help regenerate the information. When completed, 
this would serve as a universal resource. As a start, we can obtain maps to mark up from 
his department.

Another shared concern was how we could have more input with TPZ. Chairman Davis 
encouraged us to check the agendas online and to attend meetings and vocalize concerns. 

Eric stated that over 80% of Windsor is developed; 5% is open space. 
A survey was mentioned in which the commission would ask what areas the community 
would like to see preserved.



Eric advised the commission to strategize the procurement of open space; to develop 
criteria/guidelines for evaluating and procuring open space; to target specific areas for 
future acquisitions. 

Reports 
- Frank requested monies to print the open space brochure - $675.00 for 1,000
- Also a request for $15,000 to be transferred from the Open Space fund to the Land Trust 
account.
- Land Trust: two pieces of land offered

Eight acres abutting Matianuck Park, another parcel 1+ acre near Bart’s.
Letters sent to landowners asking for consideration of a land donation. 
- It was suggested that verbiage be added to the open space brochure to include estate 
planning land donations.  
- Nov 4 CACIWC conference -
- Sam announced that there will be a waterways clean up day on Saturday.
- Ann would like us to clip articles on conservation to help with building a case for 
preserving open space.
- Colette suggested that the commission do something about the litter problem along the 
streets in town that seems to be getting worse. Ann and Colette will draft a letter to send 
to town officials and police department
- Colette also suggested that we look into a Save Open Space license plate.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m.


