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Youth Commission 
Regular Meeting

Windsor Town Hall – Ludlow Room
September 6, 2006
Approved Minutes

Present: Commission Chair Barlow, Commissioners Carpenter, Gange (arrived at 7:25 pm), Novak, and Webber;
Student Member Katy Nowiszewski Rick Bosch, Recreation Department; Barbara Trinks, Superintendent’s 
Designee; Kathy Wise, Public Schools (arrived at 7:45 pm).

1. Call To Order – Chair Barlow called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.

2. Chairperson’s Remarks and Welcome

Chair Barlow welcomed everyone back and noted that due to Sage Park Open House that Kathy Wise will 
be late.

Two resignations have been submitted from Sharon Gauthier because of class scheduling and from Sarah 
Thrall because she moved out of Windsor.  Chair Barlow also spoke with Commissioner Cave who plans on 
being more active this year.

3. Meeting Minutes – June 2006

MOTION: A motion by Commissioner Novak, second by Commissioner Carpenter to approve 
the minutes of June 7, 2006 as submitted.  The motion passed unanimously.

4. Standing Committee Reports

A. CASAC- A copy of the CASAC Final Report was distributed for the Commission’s review and information.  

It was reported that there was an average of 30 kids the summer programs.  Katy reported there was 
a problem with theft, but overall it was a good group of kids.

B. Youth Services Bureau – Activities begin on September 11th on Monday and Friday.  Chair Barlow has 
some names of potential Youth Council members for Katy.  Katy reported at the last Youth Council 
meeting there were 12 members.

C. PAL – Commissioner Novak reported attendance has dropped off.  It may have to do with the 
membership fee, but they are not sure.  There is also a possibility that attendance is low because there 
is a reduction in programs and staff.

Rick Bosch reported that the Recreation Department is working on an initiative to contact former 
members of PAL to determine why they left and what could be done to get them back.  He will keep 
the Commission updated on this.

It was noted that ADVO donated some computers but there were problems and now staff removed the 
furniture.  Commissioner Novak reported that PAL is still paying for internet service.  Rick noted that 
one of problems with the computers is that when the kids download songs and other material, viruses 
are also downloaded.  Rick reported on the staffing.
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Commissioner Novak reported on the fundraiser which received donations outside of Hartford County.  
It was noted that the fundraiser company earns 70% of the funds raised.  (Commissioner Gange arrived)

D. Library Services – Commissioner Novak reported there are a lot of new computers at the library.  There 
was discussion on firewalls for these computers and what is being blocked.  Commissioner Webber 
noted that the use of a library can help track sites that patrons visit.

Commissioner Novak reported the exterior work needs to be completed – painting and shutter 
installation.  He also noted that lettering will be installed on the rounded glass wall facing Batchelder 
Road.

  
E. Windsor Schools – Ms. Trinks reported the test scores were UP.  Great news.  Staff is very happy about 

this and is currently looking at the data and looking for areas for improvement and ways to improve 
what worked.

The opening of school went smoothly – even at Oliver Ellsworth with all new administration.  Four new 
administrators were hired for this year.

There was discussion on the SAT scores.  It was reported that SATs now have a writing element that 
increases the perfect score to 2400.  Ms. Trinks reported that most colleges are still only looking at the 
Math and English because it is still unclear what the predictor is on the writing.

There was also discussion how race impacts learning potential.  Ms. Trinks reported there is more of a 
focus of building relationships with students to help them learn from their point of view.  Commissioner 
Novak noted there is 67% minority in Windsor.  It was noted that there is an issue with bi-racial 
students in that they are required to select either white or black as their race.  The Commission then 
discussed the make-up of the civic organizations and commissions in town.    Commissioner Carpenter 
asked what the barriers were that prevent minority parents to become involved in the community.  
Chair Barlow stated she has tried for years to get people involved and noted they invited the PAL’s Pals 
to Youth Commission meetings to discuss issues and they has been little or no response.

Recreation – Mr. Bosch reported the summer program consisted of six major programs: aquatics, 
nature camps, athletic camps, arts & crafts, adventure camp, summer fun and playground.  There was 
an average of 600 participants per week and the numbers are going up.  

The Shakespeare in the Park was a great success.  There were approximately 300 in attendance.  The 
actors involved the audience in the play and Recreation is considering this concept for an annual event.  
(Ms. Wise arrived.)  There has also been discussion about hosting this twice a year.

The new year of Crossroads will be getting underway shortly.  Mr. Bosch reported one additional staff 
person was added which will allow expansion to 20 students each session.  This will allow for a carry 
over of some students into the next session.

Mr. Bosch reported on an initiative of the Police Department to identify and evaluate all after school 
activities for kids to determine any deficiencies.  Mr. Bosch also identified the ball fields that are 
maintained and scheduled by the Recreation Department.  He will continue to keep the Commission 
informed on this project.

Police Department – No report. 
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Windsor Schools - Ms. Wise reported on a good start and noted 6th Grade Open House is tonight.  She 
noted that enrollment is below 1,000 students.  When Sage Park opened as a middle school, there 
were 1,200 students.  The extracurricular activities are getting started.  It was noted that one of the 
reasons for lower enrollment could be a result of students attending MLC and the private schools.

5. Reports on Projects

Youth Council – Katy reported the Youth Council will meet on the last Wednesday of the month.  
Commissioner Webber suggested she bring up gaps the kids see in the after school programs and to 
ask them about PAL participation and what they think are the issues.

6. New Business –

Capital Improvement Program – A letter was sent to all Commissions from the Town Manager 
regarding the Capital Improvement Program for FY 2008-2013.  All commissions were asked to 
consider and submit requests for capital projects. 

Commissioner Novak noted that one of the projects the Youth Commission might be interested in is the 
Early Childhood Development Center and proposals to incorporate all early childhood programs into 
one building.  There will be a presentation to the Board of Education and Town Council on September 
18th regarding the building use study.

Katy stated that one of the topics that keeps coming up is the use of the Plaza Theater as a teen 
center and lighted basketball courts.  It was suggested that the Youth Council should bring this up to 
the Town Council.

Future of Youth Commission – Commission members were very discouraged with being ignored in their 
attempt to present the Every 15 Minutes program.  The Commission spent a lot of time planning and 
investigating this program.

The Commission discussed what they should be involved in and currently feels they are more of a 
forum for discussion than an action commission.  It was suggested the Commission become more 
involved in making recommendations.  The After School Program initiative is something the 
Commission should be involved in.

Chair Barlow stated she would be stepping down as Chair in January.  The annual report of the Youth 
Commission will be presented to the Town Council at their November 6th meeting.

7. Round Table - None

8. Adjournment

MOTION: A motion by Commissioner Gange second by Commissioner Novak passed 
unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Janet M. Burke
Recording Secretary
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These minutes were approved by the Youth Commission at their October 4, 2006 meeting.


