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Youth Commission 
Regular Meeting

Windsor Town Hall – Ludlow Room
December 6, 2006

Present: Commissioners Carpenter (attended budget workshop), Cave (arrived at 7:27 pm ), Gange (arrived 
at 7:15 pm), Novak, Speed-Copeland, and Katie Nowiszewski; Mary-Liz Sullivan, Youth Services 
Bureau; Kelvan Kearse, Police Department; Rick Bosch, Recreation Department (arrived at 7: pm); 
Kathy Wise, Public Schools.

1. Call To Order – Chair Barlow called the meeting to order at 7:09 p.m.

2. Chairperson’s Remarks and Welcome – Ms. Barlow noted that Commissioner Gange attended the 
recent Town Council meeting to give the yearly Youth Commission report.  Because of illness, Katie 
Nowiszewski was unable to attend.

3. Minutes of November 1, 2006

MOTION: A motion by Commissioner Novak, second by Captain Kearse to approve the minutes 
of November 1, 2006 as amended.  The motion passed 5-0-0.

4. Standing Committee Reports

CASAC- Ms. Sullivan reported attended the recent CASAC meeting.  Major concerns of area towns are
the use of inhalants and gambling.  With limited resources, it is hard to provide programs.  There is 
more information on violence and underage drinking available.  CASAC will look into obtaining more 
resources for the gambling and drug issues.

Youth Services – The election bake sale netted close to $400 which was donated to the United Way.  
The kids are continuing to rake leaves.  They will help with a Music Fest on WIN-TV in December.

Commission Speed-Copeland suggested YSB provide babysitting services so parents can go shopping.  
She noted this service is provided in her church during the holidays.  (Commissioner Gange arrived.)

Winterfest will be held on March 30th and is more appropriately the End of Winterfest.  This year it will 
be held at L.P. Wilson.  This makes it easier for setting up.  At the January meeting a group will be put 
together to work on planning the event.

PAL – Captain Kearse stated they are also looking for ideas and liked the idea of providing babysitting 
services.  This would help get people into the building at 330 Windsor Avenue and give them an 
opportunity to learn more about PAL.  The YSB has more kids that PAL, but limited space and funding.  
YSB and PAL will consider working together and possibly resurrect the Friday night dances at the VFW.

An Open House was held with approximately 15 parents attending.  Most of the concerns were about 
safety in the building.  Captain Kearse noted there is a police substation at that location, cameras, and 
sign-in sheets.   For some reason, the attendance for Recreation programs is low at 330 Windsor 
Avenue.  Ms. Sullivan noted that there is parental concern with safety and security at LP Wilson as well.  

PAL is open after school until 6:00 pm there are a lot of middle school kids, especially the basketball 
program; however after 6:00 there is little participation.  Ms. Sullivan noted the YSB closes at 6:00 pm.  
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There was a suggestion of having a Police Department vs. basketball game to draw people to the 
building.

Ms. Wise reported students are not being able to enroll in the Enrichment Clusters.  Some of this is due 
to the budget cuts, but there is great interest in these programs.  (Commissioner Cave arrived.)

Ms. Sullivan attended internet training for the Youth Services Bureau.  She reported it is a federal law 
that prohibits public libraries from filtering their internet services.  Captain Kearse related some 
incidents with internet use at the library.

Library Services – Ms. Sullivan reported she will be meeting with the new librarian hired to work with 
youth at the Windsor library.  This staff member will eventually be attending the Youth Commission 
meetings.  Captain Kearse reported that during their patrol shifts, police do make a point of going 
through the library several times.  This is due to the amount of kids that now frequent the library.

Windsor Schools – Ms. Wise reported on an editorial in the Hartford Courant praising Windsor Schools 
for their improvement.  Mr. Stan Simpson noted that, through real estate agents and the positive 
information on the CMT and CAPT tests, many people are moving to Windsor because of the schools.

Recreation – Mr. Bosch reported on the Dinner with Santa program this Friday and the Middle School 
Extravaganza planned for the 15th at the Athletic Club in Windsor.  The basketball program is underway 
and a new staff person has been hired in Recreation.

Police Department – Captain Kearse reported on a recent incident.  He also discussed problems with 
gang issues and activity on-line.  There are currently more issues with gang activity on-line than there 
are in Windsor.  Captain Kearse recently held a presentation at the middle school regarding gangs and 
reported that several “rappers” are gang members and rap about their gangs in their songs.  This is 
very intriguing to the kids as these “rappers” are looked up to as role models.

5. Reports on Projects

Youth Council – Katie reported the November was scheduled and several students acknowledged they 
would be attending, but only one person showed up.  They are taking this month off and will be working 
on advertising and promoting the Youth Council.  The next meeting will be held on January 9th.

Ms. Sullivan will be speaking with three students asking them to consider student membership on the 
Youth Commission and taking active leadership rolls in YSB.  They will be invited to the January meeting.

6. New Business –

Election of Officers – Commissioner Cave agreed to work on the nominating committee.  The election of 
officers will take place in January.

MOTION: A motion by Commissioner Gange, second by Commissioner Novak to approve the 
2007 meeting schedule as presented.  The motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: A motion by Commissioner Novak, second by Commissioner Gange to hold a special 
meeting on January 3, 2007 and to include on the agenda the election of officers.  
The motion passed unanimously.

7. Round Table
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The Carol Sing is this Thursday and the Torch Light Parade is Saturday.

Commissioner Speed-Copeland mentioned a bottled water fundraiser to the Commission.  The school or 
organization logo can be imprinted on the bottled water and then sold at events.  The organization realizes 
a profit from the sales.

The Middle School Extravaganza is next weekend.  Katie asked if they could do something like that for the 
high school students.

8. Adjournment

MOTION: A motion by Commissioner Novak, second by Commissioner Gange and passed 
unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Janet M. Burke
Recording Secretary

These minutes were approved by the Youth Commission at the January 3, 2007 meeting.


