Commission on Aging and Handicapped
Minutes
December 4, 2007

Commissioners Present:  Stephany Wall, Linda Rickard, L’ Amour Howell, Sue
Viner, Pat Hayes, John Merrill, Lee Hoffman, Beth

Goodwin
Excused: Estelle LaBarre
Not Excused: Jacqueline Torres, Pamela McGeorge
Staff Liaison: Robin Newman

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.
Communication from Commissioners and Staff Liaison:

Stephany opened the meeting, and welcomed the public in attendance. She said that she
was thrilled to see so many people there, to hear Deb Russell speak from Walgreen’s
Distribution Center. Stephany then introduced Deb to the commissioners and the general
public.

Robin handed out copies of the December Newsletters for both the Senior Center and the
Caring Connection, and highlighted some of the upcoming events. Another handout was
an informational brochure on ITN (Independent Transportation Network). Robin said
that arrangements are being made for the marketing specialist in this area, Chris Casey, to
come speak to the Windsor community. Another handout was information on the
Granger Fund, which includes a description of the fund, eligibility criteria, types of
assistance given, and the application process. There will be continued discussion of this
at the next meeting.

Communication from the Public

Deb Russell, Walgreen’s Manager of Outreach and Employee Services, gave an overview
the new Walgreen’s, scheduled to open in Jan., 2009. She stated that at full capacity, the
Walgreen’s distribution center will employ up to 800 people, and their goal is to have
1/3" of their workforce be comprised of persons with disabilities. Currently 39.5% of the
workforce in the Walgreen’s distribution center in South Carolina is comprised of
persons with disabilities. The State of CT Office of Workforce Competitiveness is
working on identifying persons with disabilities, and CRCOG is spearheading reviewing
transportation options. The Bureau of Rehabilitation Services (BRS) will be sending out
a mass mailing to potential candidates. There will be a training center at the Walgreen’s
distribution center, to be run by an outside agency, to train employees to work at
Walgreen’s, which is scheduled to open in May/June, 2008.



Minutes:

The minutes from the October 2, 2007 meeting was accepted as written. The minutes
from the Nov. 13, 2007 was accepted as amended.

Old Business:

e Restaurant Brochure — No update.

e Transportation Update — transportation issues reviewed in town are not just for the
disabled and elderly, but also for new businesses coming into town, especially in
the Day Hill Road area. Local businesses were sent a survey in October re: their
transportation needs, but the surveys have not been tabulated or collated.

e It was recommended that in the minutes, the following items would be added:
those members who were excused, and those who were unexcused.

New Business:
e Calendar for 2008. The calendar for 2008 was approved with the following
change — the meeting in November was changed to Wed., Nov. 5.
¢ Information on the Granger Fund was handed out, and ideas for a project related

to senior citizens will be discussed in January.
e Happy Holidays to all!!!

The next commission meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 8, 2008.
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Robin Newman



