
Commission on Aging and Handicapped  
Minutes 

October 2, 2007 
 
 

Commissioners Present: Stephany Wall, Estelle LaBarre, Susan 
Viner, Pat Hayes, L’Amour Howell, John 
Merrill, Linda Rickard, Lee Hoffman 

Excused: None 
Staff Liaison: Robin Newman, Director of Human 

Services 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM. 
 
Communication from Commissioners and Staff Liaison: 
 
Stephany Wall read a thank you note that had been sent to the Commission 
from Sue Viner. 
 
Sue Viner expressed her thanks for the flowers.  She also applauded the flyer 
that is being distributed for the Caring Connection.   
 
Estelle LaBarre discussed the 55 Alive Course from AARP, and said that 
there is a minimum of 5% reduction on your insurance if you take this class.  
Everyone is encouraged to take this class. 
 
The most recent Windsor Journal came with a Vial of Life. 
 
Robin Newman updated the Commission on the Senior Center Coordinator 
vacancy.  The position is being advertised in the Hartford Courant and other 
local professional organizations, and the deadline for applications is Oct. 11.  
Robin spoke to staff in HR, and was told that quite a few applications have 
been submitted already.  There was also mention made of the upcoming 
Health Fair and Flu Clinic, which will be held on Thurs. Oct. 25 at the LP 
Wilson Community Center, and the evening flu clinic will be held on Mon., 
Oct. 29. 
 
 
 
 



Minutes: 
 
The minutes for the June meeting were approved.  The minutes for the 
September meeting needed corrections.  There was a motion made to 
approve and accept the September meeting with the appropriate changes 
made. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Crosswalk Safety.  Sue Viner stated that this ‘will fly’ (according to the 
Police Chief).  There are three locations determined to place the flags, and 
they include the main crosswalk on Broad St., one near the Library, and one 
in Wilson by Wilson Pizza.  The date has not been set yet. 
 
Restaurant Brochure progress.   Lee Hoffman will work with the Chamber of 
Commerce on getting the brochure on their web site. 
 
Handicapped Violation Report – no update.  Will report at the November 
meeting. 
 
Walgreen’s Contacts Update.   Kim Andy, who works for the office of 
Workforce Competitiveness, coordinates the meetings.  She was asked to 
develop a workforce for the Walgreen’s store, and they are developing a 
training model for Walgreen’s.  There will be money available for training, 
and this will be put out to bid.  Kim is developing an email list, and has 
Linda’s email address.  The question came up as to what we can do as a 
Commission, and the goal currently is to get information out as to what is 
happening.  At this time, since the committee to develop a workforce and the 
training is still in their infancy, it was advised that the Commission not come 
to their meetings. 
 
CRCOG is working on the transportation that will be required for 
Walgreens.    Randy Lewis from Walgreens is scheduled to speak at the 
Crowne Plaza on Oct. 26.  They are currently in a ‘holding pattern,’ because 
the opening has been delayed until Jan., 2009.  Lee feels that the 
commission should have a designated person to follow up as the ‘point of 
contact.’  It was recommended that Linda Rickard be the contact person for  
employment.  Lee Hoffman will be the contact person on the transportation 
issue.  A motion was made and approved for these designated positions. 
 



Transportation Update. 
 
Lee gave an update on this.  The town transportation committee has been 
meeting, and there are representatives from CRCOG, Ride Share, State 
DOT, Chamber of Commerce, Easy Ride, and town representatives.  The 
general belief is that we have a transportation problem in the Griffin/Day 
Hill Rd area – employers can’t get all of the employees that they would like 
because of transportation issues.  It is anticipated that there will be more 
problems with ING and The Hartford opening their businesses in that area.  
CRCOG hired Transportation Systems who is conducting a large survey of 
Day Hill Road employers to find out what are the commuting patterns.  
Surveys are scheduled to be completed by Oct. 16 or Oct. 19.  The 
transportation committee will not meet again until the surveys come back, 
probably the latter part of Oct.  Lee will continue working with this 
committee.  The committee is also looking at the possibility of bike paths, 
jogging trails, and sidewalks.  Commuter lots were mentioned, and there is 
the possibility that more of those will be needed.   
 
Stephany will keep in touch with Deb Russell, who is the on-site manager of 
outreach and employee services at Walgreen’s.  Deb is scheduled to attend 
the Dec. commission meeting to give an update.  There was discussion about 
advertising this to the community via local newspapers, i.e. the Windsor 
Journal, the Journal Inquirer, and Lee offered to write a press release. 
 
New Handicapped Violations Legislation.    Sue said that the state has 
been working on this legislation for a long time.  CT has new laws that took 
effect on Oct. 1, and Sue reviewed the violations, and distributed copies of 
them to commission members.  She stated that CT is 1 of 4 states that gives 
out permanent handicapped stickers. 
 
New Business: 
 
Update commissioner’s information – need to have that listing updated. 
Letters sent to each town committee chair – Stephany said that we need to 
look for new members, and she sent a letter to the Democratic Town 
Committee Chairperson regarding those members who are not active. There 
was discussion on the terms of the commission members, and the process for 
getting their terms reinstated. 
 



Request for update on Emergency Services from the Health Dept. -  the 
question came up whether Dr. Charles Petrillo needed anything from the 
Commission. 
 
The next commission meeting will be held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, 
November 13, since Election Day is on the 1st Tues, Nov. 6.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Robin Newman 
 

 


