CONSERVATION COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
November 27, 2007

Present: Beaudin, F. Davis, D. Davis, Harvey, Hinckley, Knickerbocker, Rogevich,
Yeich, Parker

1.

CALL TO ORDER
Meeting called to order at 7:30

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Correction to minutes to reflect that Ann Beaudin was in attendance.

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS
None.

NEW BUSINESS

a) CACIWC Meeting Report
Congratulations to Ann who was elected to the CACIWC'’s Board of Directors.

Ann attended the state-wide conference and gave a thorough report on the three
workshops she attended. Several highlights are as follows:

« Creative Design is key to Smart Growth: i.e. leaving trees, limiting signage,
broadening sidewalks and decreasing width of roadways and intersections,
preserving farms, historic preservation of home, etc.

e Towns need to know what they have to lose; ID wetlands of specific concern,
riparian corridors; increase size of buffer zones; avoid fragmentation — take
contiguous land.

e We are losing our scene of place as a state. Need to be more vigilant and
proactive.

Several recommendations evolved such as:

e TPZ regulations should be reviewed to examine fee in lieu of land,
as much of the donated land consists of property that cannot be developed
anyway. Should consider adjusting regs to donating “developable land”.

« Consider an awards program coinciding with Shad Derby festivities.
e 75% of state’s fauna & flora are in long-term decline. Need to
sustain and protect genetic variations that are part of the ecosystem.



b) TP&Z 11/20 POCD Workshop Report — Attendee’s

Sam, Frank and Blaise attended the TP&Z workshop facilitated by Eric Barz and
found it very informative. Among other items, he pointed out the development
patterns in town and the changes in the Plan of Conservation and Development.

Met the town forester, Jim Govoni, who expressed interest in coming to speak at
one of our meetings. It was evident that we need to have plans in place for
stewardship of land acquired via CC and LT. Frank, as a matter of record,
expressed his view negating the proposed zone change from AG to 55+.
(Another zone change was proposed to change AA to R-13 which is higher
density.)

The Town Council voted unanimously endorsing of the Plan of Conservation and
Development. The TP&Z is reviewing it and will make a decision on Dec. 4™.

c) Map Workshop/Status — Natural Resource Inventory Booklet

Ford distributed the Natural Resource Inventory booklet. He noted that it was
more of a comprehensive Aquatic inventory absent of geology. It was a
collaboration of efforts and included a number of different agencies.

Re: Inventory - Because we are untrained in data collection and unfamiliar with
topographical terms, it would serve us well to have advice from an expert. It
would be feasible to have someone available as a resource, perhaps a part-time
staff person, to help with inventory and other pursuant business.

Frank had a conversation with Eric Davison and reported that he was willing to
come to speak with us regarding the report.

Members are asked to create their own legend with numbers representing
specific land formations when working on the inventory.

Ford’s suggested list of additional land labels:

e Forest community

« Biological corridor

« Natural area

« Cultural and historic resource (we seem to examine what’s above ground
but not what's below)

o Geology: rare plants or animals areas

« Field classifications - Ford explained that different heights of grasses @
NW Park are habitats for various wildlife species and are mowed w/
specifications.

o Forests

o Wetlands



d) Windsor Land Trust Update — Blaise

Grand Pupa Blaise distributed the newsletter and reported that progress is
being made on purchasing development rights. He would welcome articles
appropriate for their newsletter from outside sources. They have been
contacted by a developer and a private landowner. Negotiations are in place as
they build momentum. They are also developing a symbiotic relationship with
the town. They have been in contact with the CT Farmland Trust and DEP.

Blaise expressed that we need staff and that the town needs to devote more
resources to conservation. Frank is planning to appear before the Town Council
to ask for funding for help with the inventory. Prior to appearing before the TC,
Frank will alert Town Manager, Peter Souza of his intentions. Eric Davison
expressed interest in helping us in this regard. He will be invited to our meeting
in January.

David appeared at the last Town Council meeting and praised the group for
their generosity in allocating $400,000 to the Open Space fund.

5. ROUND TABLE
Ann is willing to bring pertinent issues before CACIWC.

Richard spoke with Chris Weichert from Loomis-Chaffee. He inferred that Loomis
was interested in the trail system and would be willing to work with the town. It was
his understanding that Loomis would prefer the trail closer to route 159 and the RR
track rather than hugging the river. Expecting a new headmaster. Consideration
should be given to MDC lines.

Dave cited Granby’s celebration of acquired open space by inviting the public for a
picnic on the newly acquired property. This acts as publicity and educating the public
on the benefits of open space. We should commemorate future acquisitions in
similar fashion.

Blaise asked if anyone was familiar with the CT River Assembly and noted that
Windsor is suppose to have a representative on the committee.

Meg asked for a time frame on the open space survey Jan was the response. She
cautioned against duplicating research in which the Wild and Scenic Study is
engaged.

6. ADJOURNMENT
Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.



	MEETING MINUTES
	November 27, 2007

