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Youth Commission  
Regular Meeting 

Windsor Town Hall – Ludlow Room 
October 3, 2007 

 
Present:  Chairman Barlow, Commissioners Gange, Gauthier, Novak, Speed-Copeland, Webber; Student Member Deja Wright; 

Students Andre Jefferson, Brandon Rothchild; Debbie Anderson, Recreation; Amy McCue, Windsor Public Library; 
Mary-Liz Sullivan and Sarah Maffiolini, Youth Services; Kathy Wise, Windsor Public Schools; Ms. Trinks, 
Superintendent’s Representative (arrived at 7:45 pm). 

 
1. Call to Order – Acting Chairman Barlow called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 
 
2. Chairperson’s Remarks and Welcome – Ms. Barlow welcomed Sarah back to the meetings.  Sarah is currently working 

for the Youth Services Bureau. 
 
3. Minutes of September 5, 2007 
 

MOTION: A motion by Commissioner Novak, second by Commissioner Gauthier and voted 6-0-1 to approve 
the minutes of September 5, 2007 as submitted. 

 
4. Standing Committee Reports 
 

CASAC (Capitol Area Substance Abuse Council) – Chairman Barlow reported she submitted the nomination of Mary-Liz 
Sullivan to the Board of Directors, however since there were a number of candidates and Mary-Liz is already very involved 
in CASAC, someone else was chosen. 
 
Ms. Sullivan reported the CASAC Grant application was submitted and includes personnel, supplies for leadership team, 
Night of 1001 Pumpkins, and Project Graduation.  
 
The Annual Dinner is scheduled October 23, 2007 from 6-8 pm at the University of Hartford.  Formal reports on what is 
happening in the area towns and local prevention councils on drugs, alcohol, and tobacco will be presented. 
 
Red Ribbon Week is October 24-31, 2007 and a Proclamation will be read at the Town Council meeting on October 15th.  
Red Ribbon Week is the national drug awareness week across the country.  Ms. Sullivan reported that Sarah will be 
overseeing the CASAC duties this month.  Sarah reported on a meeting to discuss the origin of Red Ribbon Week and how 
it is celebrated in different towns.  The Night of 1001 Pumpkins is Windsor’s Red Ribbon Week program.    
 
Youth Services – Ms. Sullivan reported statistics from her 2006/07 report.  There were 132 youth serviced by the Youth 
Services Bureau, 81 male, 51 female.  There were 35 Caucasians, 67 African American, 5 Latino, and 25 multi-racial.  
There were also 19 students from the juvenile justice program. 
 
The after-school program is in full swing.  Ms. Sullivan reported that everyone came back from last year, leaving only 
three openings for 6th graders.  No advertising was necessary this year. 
 
Ms. Sullivan reported she is coordinating the middle school program and Sarah is running the high school program. 
 
PAL – Commissioner Novak reported participation is growing and there are 15 regular attendees, growing at times to 20-
30, at the PAL Center.  Membership is up to 330 members.  An ID cards with pictures are issued to all members.  
Membership is now based on one year from the date of initiation, not based on the calendar year, as was previously done. 
 
Library Services – Ms. McCue reported the Iron Chef program was successful.  Captain Kearse and Mayor Trinks were two 
of the judges and there were 12 participating chefs.  There were eleven dishes made featuring the main ingredient – an 
apple. 
 
Teen Read Week is October 14, 2007.  The Library will host a pizza taste testing.  Area pizza places will be asked to 
submit their pizzas for judging.  A board game afternoon, video game contest, and book reviews are all being planned. 
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Commissioner Novak asked if there was anyway Windsor Library knows how many visitors come in from other towns.  He 
has heard several people comment that they come from area towns and love to use Windsor Library.  He noted this would 
be good publicity. 
 
Windsor Schools – Ms. Wise reported that mid-term progress reports are coming out shortly.  She noted the VIP (Very 
Invested Person) Program was advertised in the Thrifty Reminder and the first bracelet rewards were handed out. 
 
The Crossroads Program started this week and it is currently full.  It was noted this is the program Rick Bosch runs.  Ms. 
Wise reported twice as many students would benefit from this program.  
 
Recreation – Ms. Anderson reported the first Middle School Extravaganza will be held next Friday at the Athletic Club in 
Windsor.  She reiterated the increase in use of the PAL Center.  The Recreation Department is sponsoring two new Special 
Needs programs: swimming lessons and a Teen-a-Rama program that will feature weekly events.  A Fitness Kid Fit 
program is also being developed. 
 
Police Department – No report 
 

5. Reports on Projects 
 
A. Youth Council – Brandon reported he is running for President of the Youth Services Bureau and Deja is running for 
Treasurer. 
 
B. Night of 1001 Pumpkins – Brandon reported that October 19th is the Night of 1001 Pumpkins at Northwest Park.  
Businesses have been solicited for donations for the event.  Commissioner Webber suggested different age groups for the 
pumpkin carving contest.  Volunteers are needed to help run the event. Sarah distributed flyers that will be used to 
advertise the event.  Sarah reviewed some of the activities planned.  
 
It was noted that as part of Red Ribbon Week, Bart’s will give a free soda or ice cream cone to anyone who is wearing a 
red ribbon on October 23. 
 

6. Old Business – Chairman Barlow reported another article in the Windsor Journal, which was “toned down” from the 
previous article. 
 

7. New Business – The November meeting must be relocated.  It was agreed that the meeting will be held in the Dr. 
Primus Room on the lower level.  Chairman Barlow will be presenting the annual report to the Town Council on November 
19, 2007. 
 

8. Round Table  
 
Deja reported on a good progress report.  Commissioner Speed-Copeland will look into the water bottles again for a 
possible fundraiser.  Commissioner Gange suggested the Commission evaluate the skate park for potential upgrades.  It 
was noted the Recreation Department is in charge of the skate park. 
 
Ms. Trinks reported conferences are coming up in the elementary schools and there are some shortened days in 
November.  Commissioner Webber reported on a Catholic Youth Spectacular in October at Quassy Amusement Park.  
Brandon also reported he is running for Academic Acceptance in the National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE). 
 

9. Adjournment 
MOTION: A motion by Commissioner Gange, second by Commissioner Novak, and passed unanimously to 

adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 Janet M. Burke 
 Recording Secretary 
These minutes were approved by the Youth Commission at their November 7, 2007 meeting. 


