Youth Commission
Regular Meeting
Windsor Town Hall — Dr. Primus Room
November 7, 2007

Present: Chairman Barlow, Commissioners Gange, Novak, Speed-Copeland, Webber; Student Member Deja Wright and

Alternate Student Member Brandon Rothchild; Debbie Anderson & Paul Norris, Recreation; Amy McCue, Windsor
Public Library; Mary-Liz Sullivan, Youth Services; Kathy Wise, Windsor Public Schools: Captain Kearse, Police
Department.

Also Present: Youth Council representatives:

1.

2.

Call to Order — Acting Chairman Barlow called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.

Chairperson’s Remarks and Welcome — A quorum was established. Ms. Barlow welcomed the visiting youth council
members.

Minutes of October 3, 2007

MOTION: A motion by Commissioner Novak, second by Commissioner Webber and passed unanimously to
approve the minutes of October 3, 2007 as submitted.

Standing Committee Reports
CASAC (Capitol Area Substance Abuse Council) — A written report was submitted. Ms. Sullivan and Chairman Barlow

attended the annual dinner meeting. The grant checks were not available at the meeting. Ms. Sullivan will continue to
check on the status of the grant funding.

Youth Services — The Leadership Training conducted elections and Brandon Rothschild was elected President; vice
president — Manny Wallace; treasurer — Deja Wright; secretary — Olivia Simon; shack coordinator — Jesse Reyes.

Youth Services participated in the Senior Center Health Fair, a bake sale on Election Day (proceeds totaled $246), and will
be assisting in the Senior Thanksgiving dinner.

November 28 the YSB will be attending a youth theatre presentation in Glastonbury. In December, YSB would like to
schedule an event with the Bloomfield YSB.

Also the two YSB grants have been delayed. CYSA is asking people to write their legislators regarding funding and
budgets. Ms. Sullivan noted these grants are used to pay YSB salaries.

PAL- Commissioner Novak reported the PAL membership is still growing. Five new video games were purchased for the
Xbox gaming system for use at the PAL Center. An additional control was also purchased. Captain Kearse reported that
Officer Taylor has offered to purchase one more game for PAL from their list.

The traveling basketball program will be starting next month under new leadership.

Library Services — Ms. McCue reported the Teen Read Week was very positive, the Pizza Taste Off had 22 participants.
There is planning for a video game and board game day activity. The Advisory group is working on getting more kids
involved at the library.

Ms. McCue reported that over 28,000 items were borrowed from other towns. However she indicated there are no
numbers on how many out-of-town people visit the library.

Windsor Schools — Ms. Wise reported the middle school report cards are being mailed tomorrow. Teachers are preparing
for parent conferences after Thanksgiving. The Student Council food drive is underway and staff was successful in their
United Way campaign.
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The VIP (Very Invested Person) program is approaching the second eligibility evaluation. One of the privileges of being a
VIP is the opportunity to go to the auditorium during lunch to listen to music and just hang out. Students are selected
based on meeting certain criteria.

Recreation — A written report was submitted by Ms. Anderson. Highlights include: the Crossroads Program is continuing.
This is a youth diversion program that is held at Sage Park. The Middle School Extravaganza is this Friday. Attendance
has increased each month. The Romp & Learn program has 25 participants and there are four kids in the Special Needs
Program. Mr. Norris noted this is a self-sustaining program that does not use any town funding. He also noted the ski
club is also self-sustaining.

Police Department — It was reported that Captain Kearse has given safety presentations to the Romp & Learn program
and has done roll playing with grade 1-5 students on safety and gangs. It was noted that participants in the Crossroads
program are referred by the police department, parents, and school administrators.

5. Reports on Projects
A. Youth Council — Brandon reported on several concerns brought up at the Youth Council meeting last Thursday:

e Andre and some other guests expressed concern regarding and incident on Halloween in which they feel the
police department discriminated against them. They were stopped by the police and only the black kids were
questioned at length. Captain Kearse explained there were several incidents in the Center involving several black
youth and Andre and his friends fit the description.

e Rosa brought up a request for some type of boys/girls center that is accessible from the high school. They would
like to have a space in which to gather. It was noted that transportation to 330 Windsor Avenue is an issue.
Brandon also stated the kids do not want to go there because of its proximity to Keney Park, it closes too early,
and parents have safety concerns.

The Commission explained they have previously looked for space in the Center of town, but there is none
available. Money is also a very big issue. Captain Kearse stated that 330 Windsor Avenue requires ID cards for
those who enter the building and other security measures are in place. The commission discussed ways in which
parents and the community could see the facility and feel more comfortable there. Commissioner Owens
suggested the youth compile a list of frequently asked questions and concerns regarding 330. There was also
brief discussion of holding a Youth Commission meeting there and possibly an Open House.

e The Youth Council also asked why the senior citizens get all this funding for computers and gym equipment and
Youth Services Bureau must fund raise for all their equipment. Mr. Norris noted the seniors apply for grants and
some of that funding was used for gym equipment. Rosa also stated there is no longer any gym time available
for YSB during the afternoons.

e Another item for discussion was the Skate Park at Sage Park. The issue of replacing or refurbishing equipment at
the skate park will be brought up by the Youth Commission with the Town Council at their November 17"
meeting. Andre asked about hosting a graffiti art event at the skate park. There was concern by the Commission
that the graffiti art could be misconstrued by others as an invitation to write graffiti of any kind at the park.

There was also concern that the artwork would be defaced. It was noted any graffiti that is inappropriate or gang
related is removed as soon as possible. The Commission and Mr. Norris will work to obtain prices for new
elements.

e The Youth Council also expressed a concern that Windsor students, attending magnet schools, who decide to
Windsor High are told there is no room for them to return. They asked why non-Windsor kids are attending WHS
and taking their “spots”. The Commission explained the residency issue and the efforts in place to reduce the
number of non-Windsor students in the school system. It was noted some students from out of Windsor
participate in the “Choice” program. The centralized registration system at the Board offices is another effort to
reduce the number of non-residents in schools.

B. Night of 1001 Pumpkins — It rained. The Youth Council requested a rain date for next year to be incorporated in
the planning. Ms. Sullivan reported the youth solicited 20 sponsors for the event.
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Old Business — None
New Business —

The Recreation Director, Mr. Norris, will meet with the Commission at the next meeting to discuss youth programs and
concerns.

A. 2008 Meeting Schedule
MOTION: A motion by Commissioner Novak, second by Commissioner Weber to hold the Youth
Commission meetings on the first Wednesday of the month from February-June and October
— December and on the second Wednesday during the months of January and September for
the calendar year 2008. The motion passed unanimously.
Round Table
Chairman Barlow thanked the Youth Council members for attending the meeting and sharing their concerns.

Adjournment

MOTION: A motion by Commissioner Novak, second by Commissioner Weber, and passed unanimously to
adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Janet M. Burke
Recording Secretary

These minutes were approved by the Youth Commission at their January 9, 2008 meeting.
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