
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION (HRC) 
MINUTES 

June 8, 2016 
 
Present:  Richard Knickerbocker, Chairperson; Kevin Washington, Vice Chairperson; Joyce 
Armstrong; Richard Armstrong; Patricia Mack, Pamela Lofton-McGeorge; Violet Nahabedian 
and Leonard Swade 
 
Absent:  Bernice Johnson  
 
Call to order:  The meeting was called meeting to order by Chairperson Knickerbocker at 7:15 
p.m. 
 
Public Communication:  Lieutenant Christopher McKee and the Windsor Police Department 
extended an invitation for the commissioner to attend a community based video viewing entitled 
“Waking in Oak Creek” on June 16, 2016.  Lt. McKee informed the commission that they were 
looking for a diverse cultural/religious background for networking and sharing dialogue on how 
a community can come together in the unlikely event of a tragedy or crisis.  Knickerbocker thank 
Lieutenant McKee for the invitation and Richard and Joyce Armstrong agreed to attend. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Commissioner Swade made a motion to approve the May 11, 2016 
minutes, which was seconded by Commissioner Mack and carried unanimously. 8-0-0 vote. 
 
New Business: 
 

a. Election of Officers – Chairperson Knickerbocker opened the floor for nominations for 
this position of chairperson.  Swade nominated current Chairperson Knickerbocker.  
Knickerbocker asked if there are any other nominations and Lofton-McGeorge nominated 
the current Vice Chair Washington for the position.  Being no other Mack made a motion 
to close nominations at this point.  Commissioners ask that each candidate to give a brief 
statement.  At the conclusion a paper ballot was issued, votes were taken for the office of 
chairperson and the vote was as follows 5 to 2 in favor of Commissioner Washington.  
Knickerbocker congratulated commission Washington on his new office.   
 
Knickerbocker as for nomination for the position of secretary.  Swade made a motion to 
nominated Knickerbocker as Vice Chairperson which was seconded by J. Armstrong.   
Swade made a motion to close nominations, which was seconded by Mack.  Ballots were 
casted and Knickerbocker was elected Vice Chairperson.   Vote 8-0-0 
 
Knickerbocker as for nomination for the position of secretary.  J. Armstrong made 
motion to nominate Lofton-McGeorge as secretary for the HRC and seeing no other 
nomination, nominations were closed, which was seconded by Swade.  Ballots were 
casted and Lofton-McGeorge was elected Secretary with a vote of 8-0-0. 
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Knickerbocker asked for nomination for the position of Parliamentarian. Knickerbocker 
made a motion to elect Swade to the position, seeing no other nomination, nominations 
were closed.  Mack seconded the motion which carried unanimously. Vote 8-0-0 
 
Bridge Builders: Knickerbocker asked that someone chair the Bridge Builder Award and 
Washington agreed to accept the responsibility.  Washington suggested that perhaps the 
commission widen its net for potential candidates.  He suggested having new categories 
such as Legacy Award; Youth Service; Community Group Award; Public Service 
Award; civic engagement and volunteering.  Commission decided to review all 
categorize and criteria.  Washington agreed to submit criteria and all the suggested 
categorizes for commission to review.  Commission decided to set go ahead and set date 
for the awards ceremony for November 10th. 
 
Trip to Cuba: Washington reported on his recommendation during last month meeting to 
have the commission sponsor a trip to Cuba with 25 people from the community.  
Washington update information on pricing to the commission.  He shared with the 
commission that the prices have dropped since the last meeting.  Washington also 
indicated that he is still actively seeking grants to support this mission and will be 
sending out formal invitation to local leader from the communities.  Prices for 5 days 
would be approximately $2,465 including airfare, plus $299 tariff.   
 

 
Committee Report: - None 
 
Liaison Reports: None 
 
Old Business: 
 

a. Forum highlighting, “What is Islam” – Tabled 
 
b. International Peace Festival – Discussion ensued around the subject of a 5k fundraiser 

race.  McDougald agreed to contact the police department for guidance as to how to 
proceed, because they have sponsored annual runs in the past.  

 
J. Armstrong suggested having the fundraiser dinner at Loomis Chafee and possibly 
incorporating the use of the international students in some sort of entertainment.   
Washington agreed to contact Dean Linscinski for assistance in pulling this together.  
It was also suggested that we have a Quartet from to perform during the dinner hour.  
The commission thought that including a poet/speaker at the dinner would be nice. 
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Washington mention that South Windsor wants to be a part of the celebration and 
they have a Turkish group which performs that would be a great asset to the 
International Peace Festival. 
 
J. Armstrong reported that she spoke with the library about hosting a poster contest 
with during summer and they agreed to assist.  They just needed the commission to 
provide the materials needed for the posters.  McDougald agreed to order the paper 
and markers for the poster contest. 
 

c. Shad Derby – Knickerbocker report that the Shad Derby was a huge success thanks 
for everyone’s participation.  He especially thank J. Armstrong for the items she 
provided to attract residents to the booth. 

 
     D. Community Conversation forum with High School:  - Tabled 
  
Items from Commissioner: 

Knickerbocker & Washington report on the presentation of the Scholarship at Windsor 
High School and how grateful Miss Sabrina Rivera was with the Scholarship.  
Knickerbocker also mention that Miss Rivera would be attending a State school. 
 
Washington & Knickerbocker also announced that they met with Dr. Craig Cooke, 
Windsor’s Schools Superintendent as to what the schools are doing regarding the policy 
of accommodating transgender students.  Dr. Cooke explained that he would be meeting 
with the school board to discuss this matter. 
 
R. Armstrong reported that he would be resigning as of this meeting.  The commission 
members all thank R. Armstrong for his service.  McDougald let R. Armstrong know that 
he must formally submit his resignation to the town council in writing. 

 
Swade made a motion to adjourn, Nahabedian seconded that motion which carried unanimously 
at 9:05 pm. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
Diane McDougald 
Diane McDougald,  
Recording Secretary 


