
 
Draft of 

Windsor Library Advisory Board 
Meeting Minutes 

June 7, 2016 
 

Present: Cheryl Curtis, Carol Sama, Frank Stewart, David Raney, 
LeighAnnTyson, Betty Hellerman, Denise Panos, Meghan Geary-Hale, Gaye 
Rizzo 
Absent: Mary Ann Overbaugh 
Guest: Bill Warner-Prouty 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:04 by Cheryl Curtis. 
 
Cheryl asked for a volunteer to take minutes for the meeting. Meghan Geary-
Hale agreed to be Secretary. 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Resignations and Appointments: 
Cheryl noted that Bill Warner-Prouty has applied for a seat on the board but has 
not received notification that his appointment has been approved by the Town 
Council. 
 
Term for Chairman/Taking Turns Serving as Secretary 
Carol Sama asked that this item be placed on the agenda as she noted that 
during her tenure on this Board there has never been a re-affirmation of the 
Chair. She was interested in hearing how other Board members felt about this. 
After some discussion and questions regarding the practice of other town Boards 
and Commissions as well as suggested term limits the conversation settled on 
tabling this item for another meeting. Carol also asked whether the Board would 
favor a more formal rotation of the secretary duties or an appointment of one 
individual as secretary. After some discussion there was no movement towards 
changing the current practice of asking for someone to volunteer to be secretary 
at the beginning of every meeting. 
 
Confidentiality of Library Records Policy – Linked Patron Records 
Gaye reviewed changes to the policy that included deleting” personal 
identification numbers” and adding “date of birth, email addresses” as 
confidential information collected at the library. She also proposed deleting “the 
library director, or other associated person” from those listed as information 
providers and adding “or with the written permission of the library user whose 
personal information is contained in the records” to allow staff to link patron 
records when requested to do so. 
  
Motion: To approve changes to the Confidentiality of Library Records Policy 



Made By: Leigh Ann Tyson 
Second: Carol Sama 
 
Vote: Cheryl Curtis Y Betty Hellerman Y Carol Sama Y   Frank Stewart Y David 
Raney Y  Denise Panos Y  LeighAnn Tyson  Y  Mary Ann Overbaugh absent  
Meghan Geary-Hale Y 
 
 
Staff Reports 
I first want to report that we have seen positive results from your decision at the 
April meeting to limit use of computers in Kidspace to children and their 
parents. While there were a handful of adults who reacted poorly to the decision, 
most simply read the new signage or followed directives from staff about the 
change in policy and complied without complaint. Children in record numbers are 
now using those computers. Staff report that children are less shy about logging 
on now that they are no longer surrounded by adult users. Also, adults who have 
been directed downstairs are receiving hands-on help from staff that are more 
familiar with their specific computer needs. 
 
I also want to make you aware of continued issues we are experiencing with 
DeliverIT CT, the State Library’s delivery system, established in 1976, that 
allows patrons to return items checked out from any library in the state to any 
other library in the state. Pick-up and delivery of materials has been reduced 
from five days to three days per week and we currently have a back-log of 
about 25 bins as the driver is only taking 4-5 bins per trip. The impact on 
patrons, particularly those in Windsor and other towns that belong to a 
consortium and share collections, is significant. We’ve had to limit everyone to 5 
holds and libraries are no longer sharing DVDs or new items. This change has 
set library resource sharing back decades. I invited State Librarian, Kendall 
Wiggin to meet with me and the president and executive directors of the two 
other consortia in the state, Bibliomation and LION but he failed to appreciate 
our concerns. Over 30 library Directors attended the State Library Board meeting 
and six of us spoke at that time. The Board agreed to look further into it and 
scheduled a special meeting at the end of this month. The State Librarian agreed 
at that meeting to replace his staff person with an outside impartial facilitator for 
a task force he created to set policy for his delivery system.  
 
On a brighter note, our libraries continue to stay very busy. In April, circulation 
rose 4%, programs and attendance increased 15%, meeting room use rose 21%, 
volunteer hours went up 26% and reference questions jumped 34%! The 
summer is chock full of programs for every age. In fact, there are as many as 6 
separate programs scheduled on several days during June, July and August. The 
Summer Reading theme this year is Health, Fitness and Sports and kicks off 
at 10:30AM on June 18 at the main library with mini golf (in the library!) and from 
4-6PM on June 20 at the branch with Wilson Olympics featuring giant bowling 
(on loan from UConn) and a visit from the Yard Goat mascot.  Patrons of every 



age at either library can sign up for the summer reading program where they 
can complete a variety of challenges and enter to win some exciting prizes. 
Some of the challenges include “read a book written before you were born”, “print 
something on the library’s 3-D printer”, “exercise every day for a week” or “listen 
to a story read to you by someone else”. Some of the donated prizes include A 
Fit Bit Flex, $100 Visa gift card, $100 Game Stop gift card, tickets to the New 
Britain Museum of Fine Art and Tickets to the Big E. 
 
If you came up through the mezzanine you know that conversion of that area to 
a hands-on learning Maker Space is well under way.  In addition to the 3-D 
printer and a sewing machine, we will soon have a Die-Cut machine, thanks to 
the generosity of the Windsor Library Association. Other items staff hopes to 
purchase soon are equipment for video editing, book binding, or conversion of 
35mm or slide to digital, a GoPro camera, a community loom, and soldering 
and leather burners. WLA funds will be used to run instructional programs with 
the new equipment in the next year. 
 
I’d like to offer a huge thanks to Betty Hellerman and David Raney for their help 
in acting as patrons to be evacuated during coordinated fire drills that were held 
on Friday May 13 and Saturday May 14 from 9-10AM at the main library. 
Unfortunately, the fire marshal was unable to complete the fire extinguisher 
portion of Friday’s training as he was called away to an actual house fire. 

Replacement of damaged sidewalks and widening of the sidewalk leading up 
to the front entrance of the main library has been completed. Also, a number of 
dead or damaged trees on the property have been removed. A new, motion 
sensitive front door that will open automatically as people approach will be 
installed later this month. We have had many opening, closing and locking issues 
with the current set of doors. And speaking of doors, you may have noticed the 
beautiful potted flowers adorning the main and delivery entrances to the main 
library building. They were donated to us by three Sage Park Middle School 
students as part of a seventh grade ecology project. They raised money to buy 
the plants by soliciting donations and holding bake sales in their neighborhoods.  
A sign in each flower urn encouraging everyone not to pollute the library’s flowers 
or people has been a huge deterrent to smoking around the building. 
The Wilson Branch Library will soon be having all of the carpeting replaced in 
the public portion of its building. Kevin is in the process of selecting the best 
vendor and carpet to suit the branch’s needs. If possible, he will schedule the 
carpet installation sometime this summer when the library is closed.  
 
The second referendum asking voters to approve the Town and Board of 
Education FY17 Budgets was held today. After the budget failed on May 10, the 
town budget was reduced $600,000. Library Services FY17 general fund budget 
was not impacted by that reduction and stands at $1,614,640. It reflects an 
increase of $24,300 or 1.5% due to Personal Services.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
Windsor Library Association Update 
Meghan Geary-Hale reported that WLA is close to the end of their fiscal year. 
She was pleased to report that they are very close to meeting their fund raising 
goals of the year. They will continue their mail campaigns for the upcoming fiscal 
year. The work night to prepare the town-wide mailing is Tuesday 9/13 at 5PM at 
the Wilson Branch Library. All helping hands are welcome. 
  
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: April 5, 2016 
Additions/Corrections: None. 
Motion: To accept: David Raney  
Second: Carol Sama 
 
Vote:  Cheryl Curtis Y Betty Hellerman Y Carol Sama Y   Frank Stewart Y David 
Raney Y  Denise Panos  Y  LeighAnn Tyson   Y  Mary Ann Overbaugh absent 
Meghan Geary-Hale Y 
 
Set next tentative meeting date:  Sept. 12, 2016 at 7pm at the Main Library. 
 
Motion to adjourn: LeighAnn Tyson 
Second: David Raney 
 
Vote: Cheryl Curtis Y Betty Hellerman Y Carol Sama Y   Frank Stewart Y David 
Raney Y  Denise Panos  Y LeighAnn Tyson   Y  Mary Ann Overbaugh absent 
Meghan Geary-Hale Y 
 
Meeting adjourned at:  7:37pm 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: Meghan Geary-Hale 
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