Windsor Conservation Commission
Draft Minutes
January 31, 2017

Present: A. Beaudin, L. Chayes, D. DeCarlo, J. Klase, N. Pepin, N. Sachdeyv, C. Yeich; ex officio, T.
Hazel

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.

Public Communications: Guest, Maureen Vagnini from the Garden Club was present to discuss
the particulars of the upcoming forum co-sponsored by the CC on Invasive Species. The event is
scheduled for March 15™ at 6:30 p.m. The keynote speaker will be Todd Mervosh (20m min.
allotted) and the panel will consist of Sam Hinckley (15 min.), Gordon Kenneson (15 min.) and
Tom Hazel (10 min). T. Hazel will request the Library, followed by the Council Chambers then
the Ludlow Room - should the first choice be unavailable. Mr. Hazel will also approach public
access TV to see if the program can be televised. T. Hazel and A. Beaudin will also work on an
11X17 flyer including art work and verbiage; to be printed in 2-color.

The commission agreed to take care of the advertising — website, posters, Chamber, personal
email lists, Windsor Journal, invites to legislators and town staff, etc; the Garden Club will be
responsible for any refreshments, speakers and assistance with flyer distribution.

Mrs. Vagnini will also inquire about tech support for the speakers.

N. Sachdev moved to accept the minutes from November 29, 2016, seconded by N. Pepin —
voted and passed unanimously 7-0-0.

Election of Officers:

Yeich nominated Ann Beaudin as Chair, seconded by N. Sachdev; voted and passed
unanimously 6-0-1. (nominee did not vote)

Yeich nominated Neill Sachdev as Vice-Chair, seconded by DeCarlo; voted and passed
unanimously 6-0-1. (nominee did not vote)

Beaudin nominated C. Yeich as Secretary, seconded by L. Chayes; voted and passed
unanimously 6-0-1. (nominee did not vote)

Open Discussion:

Mill Brook acquisition was reviewed by Tom Hazel — consists of 95 acres for an asking price of
$2 million. The town is anticipating acquisition at this point — vision of some managed and some
unmanaged open space. The land includes riparian buffers in need of restoration, bridge
failures, and erosion issues. Minimizing crossing of streams would be implemented. The Club
House could potentially be leased. There are usable concrete paths — there is talk of light use
gravel paths as well. Colette asked about funding and concern about completely emptying the
Open Space fund— funding would include a combination of town open space funds and grant
funds. C. Yeich suggested using maps to better understand land issues. T. Hazel will supply.

D. DeCarlo motioned that the Commission endorse the purchase of the Mill Brook property in
support of the Commission’s mission of open space preservation; seconded by L. Chayes; voted
and passed unanimously 7-0-0.



Goals:

-Neill Sachdev proposed that the CC sponsor at least two educational programs per year.
-Ann Beaudin requested that each member focus on one environmental area and become
proficient in the chosen area — the “go to” person in that area. Ann agreed to report on
pursuant legislation. Colette will monitor farming issues; Tom will keep us abreast of wetlands
and development; Nigel will concentrate on water and streams.

- Chair Ann also proposed writing monthly articles for the Windsor Journal with the heading
“Conversations on Conservation. “ Could be a question and answer hot topic article. Neill will
negotiate for space with the Journal gurus.

-Colette would like us to complete the open space inventory as outlined in the “purpose”
section of the bylaws. Mr. Hazel needs to ascertain a clear overview of what exactly this
suggests.

- Dom DeCarlo suggested that we have a large sandwich-board-type sign that can be easily
changed with each program sponsored. T. Hazel will see if boards are available.

-N. Sachdev suggested that we keep meetings to a maximum of 90 minutes. All agreed.

Project Updates

T. Hazel filled us in on the following :

Matianuck State Park — the areas around the pitch pines and dune area have been cleared for
trail appreciation.

Roncari Quarry — DEEP has labeled this a bird sanctuary and it is a worthwhile area to visit.
Great Pond — The first phase, “East View”, of the development has been approved.

Landfill — Closure requires additional steps.

Pigeon Hill OS— the state has completed the trails.

Around the Table

-All members offered congratulations to the new officers and
-Lea Chayes suggested the next forum concentrate on Recycling.
-C. Yeich asked about filling the vacant seats.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Colette Yeich, Secretary



