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OVERVIEW 

What is the Historic District Commission?  

The Historic District Commission was established in 1963 with the purpose of promoting 

ȰÔÈÅ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌȟ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌȟ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ×ÅÌÆÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 4Ï×Î ÏÆ 7ÉÎÄÓÏÒ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ 

preservation and protection of buildings, places and districts of historic interest and to 

preserve and protect the many architectural phases of the oldest town in the State, which 

×ÁÓ ÓÅÔÔÌÅÄ ÉÎ ρφσσȢȱ 4ÈÅ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÄ ÏÆ ÆÉÖÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ 

three alternates. The Historic District Commission reviews all exterior changes to buildings 

in the Historic District and issues Certificates of 

Appropriateness.  

What is the  Historic District?  

The Historic District extends along Palisado Avenue from 

the Farmington River north to Bissell Ferry Road, along 

North Meadow Road from the Palisado Green to the 

Farmington River, and 500 feet from Palisado Avenue 

along Pierson Lane.  

What is a Certificate of Appropriaten ess? 

If you are planning exterior work to a building in the 

Historic District, a Certificate of Appropriateness may be 

required. A Certificate of Appropriateness must be issued 

by the Historic District Commission prior to beginning 

work. 

A Certificate of Appropriateness is needed: 
¶ If the alterations you propose involve a change of materials, design or texture and 

the alterations are visible from a public way. 
¶ If you propose construction or demolition within the District.  

A Certificate of Appropriateness is not needed: 

¶ If you plan routine maintenance or repair that does not require any changes in 

material, design, or texture. 

¶ If the proposed changes are not visible from a public way. 

¶ If you are painting your house a different color. 

Please refer to pages 37 through 40 for more information  
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How do I apply for a Certificate of Appropriateness?  

1) Please visit the Planning Department webpage and print an application for a Certificate of 

Appropriateness, available here http://www.townofwindsorct.com/planning . 

2) Complete the application and attach any supplemental information (site plan, pictures, 

material samples, etc.). 

3) Submit  the application and supporting documents to the Planning Department, located on 

the third floor in Town Hall. The application may be mailed, emailed, or delivered to Town 

Hall. There is no application fee.  

4) Once the application is received, the Historic District Commission will schedule a public 

hearing. You will be notified of the hearing date. 

5) At the hearing you or a representative will present the application and describe the 

project. The Commission will then determine whether or not to issue the Certificate of 

Appropriateness for the proposed work.  

6) Once a Certificate of Appropriateness is issued, you can then apply for a Building Permit 

(if a permit is required for the work) through the Building Department. A Building Permit 

can not be issued until an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness is approved by the 

Commission. 

What  happens if I do w ork  without obtaining a Certificate of Appropriateness?  

If work is completed without a Certificate of Appropriateness, fines of not less than $10.00 

nor more than $100.00 per day shall be imposed on any individual involved in the violation. 

Where the violation is found to be willful, the convicted person(s) shall be fined not less than 

$100.00 nor more than $250.00 for each day that such violation continues. (Fines are current 

as of the effective date of this Handbook, 2016.) 

GUIDE TO THIS HANDBOOK 

 

TO FIND A HISTORY OF WINDSOR: 

Pages 7 -9: This section provides a brief history of the Town of Windsor.  

TO FIND HISTORIC BACKGROUND OF THE COMMISSION: 

Pages 13 - 16:  The first document is taken directly from the first Historic District brochure 

written and produced in the early 1960s.  This document was written by Lloyd W. Fowles, a 

local historian and former member of the Historic District Commission. 

http://www.townofwindsorct.com/planning
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Pages 27 - 29:  The Windsor Code is the Town document that established the Windsor 

Historic District in compliance with the Connecticut General Statutes, as identified in the 

Code. 

Page 23 - 24:  7ÉÎÄÓÏÒȭÓ 0ÁÌÉÓÁÄÏ Historic District was accepted on the listing of the National 

Register of Historic Places in 1987.  Effective September 27, 1991, Windsor was granted 

status as a Certified Local Government.  This status means that the Commission meets certain 

federal and state standards as determined by The National Historic Preservation Act and, 

through the State Historic Preservation Office, has made the Town eligible for federal and 

state expertise in historic preservation and possible grants. 

TO FIND CURRENT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES: 

Pages 29 - 40:  In 1993, the Historic District Commission drafted and adopted bylaws.  These 

expand and clarify certain aspects of earlier documents.  This is the document to which you 

should refer for current information about the CommissiÏÎȭÓ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓȢ 

Pages 43 - 44:  As part of the 1993 bylaws, the Commission adopted the Secretary of the 

)ÎÔÅÒÉÏÒȭÓ 3ÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÈÁÂÉÌÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ "ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓ.  These are the guidelines that 

are summarized and explained as the National Historic Register Guidelines.  Though you may 

receive a copy of the 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )ÎÔÅÒÉÏÒȭÓ 3ÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ, this summary should answer most 

of your questions. 

&ÏÒ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ 7ÉÎÄÓÏÒȭÓ 0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ 
Department:   
 

Phone | 860.285.1980 
E-mail | planning@townofwindsorct.com 

 
./4%ȡ  4ÈÏÕÇÈ Á ÃÏÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ 7ÉÎÄÓÏÒȭÓ ÈÅÒÉÔÁÇÅȟ 
the Windsor Historical Society is a private organization operated for public benefit and is 
separate from the Historic District Commission. The Windsor Historical Society may be 
contacted by email info@windsorhistoricalsociety.com or phone (860) 688-3813 for more 
information. The Historic District Commission is a town-appointed commission responsible 
to the Windsor Town Council. 
  

mailto:planning@townofwindsorct.com
mailto:info@windsorhistoricalsociety.com
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HISTORY OF WINDSOR 

 

Located in north central Connecticut, ÍÕÃÈ ÏÆ 7ÉÎÄÓÏÒȭÓ early development is attributed to 

its strategic location at the confluence of the Connecticut and Farmington Rivers. The rivers 

provided fish for sustenance and fertile soil for agriculture for early inhabitants; Native 

American people are known to have inhabited the region as early as 10,000 years ago. By the 

early 1600s, several tribes, including the Wampanoags, were known to inhabit the region, 

living nomadic lives as hunter/gatherers supplemented by subsistence farming. 

Colonial Settlement  

In 1614, Dutchman Adriaen Block sailed through Long Island Sound and up the Connecticut 

River, eventually leading to the establishment of a trading post and fort in Hartford in 1633.  

In that same year, a company from Plymouth Colony established a trading post at the 

strategic confluence of the Connecticut and Farmington Rivers.  The resulting settlement 

gives rise to WindsorȭÓ claim as the oldest town in Connecticut. 

The 17th century was marked by agriculture and early industry in Windsor.  The fertile 

alluvial soils found in the floodplains of both major rivers supported subsistence agriculture.  

!Ó 7ÉÎÄÓÏÒȭÓ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÄȟ ÓÏ ÄÉÄ ÄÅÍÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÆÁÒÍÌÁÎÄȢ  'ÒÏ×ÔÈ ÁÎÄ 

abundant water power led ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÃÕÔȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÇÒÉÓÔÍÉÌÌ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ρφσ9, 

followed by sawmills, textile mills, and tool shops.  By 1641, the Bissell Ferry, which spanned 

the Connecticut River, gave Windsor a strategic edge.  This vital river crossing connected the 

two roads used to travel between Hartford and Springfield. 

By the mid-1700s, residents were involved in agricultural activities, brick-making, 

shipbuilding, and the ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Ȱ×ÏÏÄÅÎ ×ÁÒÅȱ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÌÕÍÂÅÒ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓȢ  4ÈÅ 

ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÏÆ 7ÉÎÄÓÏÒȭÓ ÆÁÒÍÅÒÓ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÍÁËÅ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÃÕÔ a ȰÂÒÅÁÄÂÁÓËÅÔȱ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

Revolutionary War.  By 1790, Windsor had grown to a community of about 2,700 residents. 

Since the Connecticut River was not navigable much farther beyond Windsor, merchant 

ships trading with Europe and the West Indies made Windsor an important trading center 

for tobacco, beef, lumber, wooden utensils, bricks, grain and cotton products. This changed 

after the first stone bridge was built in Hartford in 1810, effectively blocking up-river 

passage. 

While agriculture was still the major economic activity in Windsor, other activities were also 

significant.  Brick-making was a major industry and over one-fourth of the bricks used in 

Connecticut by 1845 were made in Windsor.  Mills located in the Poquonock area (powered 

by the Farmington River) produced paper and cotton products. 
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Establishment of Other Communities  

Like other early communities in Connecticut, Windsor originally encompassed a large 

geographic area, covering 16,000 acres and extending as far west as present day Litchfield 

and as far east as Coventry. Windsor proprietors (property owners) were granted land rights 

in other parts of Connecticut as well. 

!Ó 7ÉÎÄÓÏÒȭÓ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÐÒÅÁÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÈÏÍÅÓȟ ÍÉÌÌÓȟ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÈÁÌÌÓ ÁÎÄ 

churches became unmanageable for the transportation modes of the day.  As a result, 

petitions were made to the General Assembly, creating 22 separate parishes, and later towns, 

out of the original Town of Windsor and the holdings of its proprietors.  

7ÉÎÄÓÏÒȭÓ )Îfluence on Connecticut Municipalities 

 

Community Evolution  

The arrival of the railroad in 1844 coincided with the Industrial Revolution, a period of 

economic transformation in the country.  Despite agriculture remaining the principal 

economic activity in town, Windsor saw significant change during this period.  The Eddy 

Electric Company, a major national supplier of electroplating equipment after 1885, became 

the main industry in town and was eventually sold to the General Electric Company in 1910.  

The Windsor Canning Company, established in 1894, was well known for commercial 

canning of locally grown produce.  The first Rainbow Dam was constructed in 1890 to 

harness the Farmington River for the production of electricity. 


























































































































