Parks and Grounds

Cleaning of the East Street Yard

The East Street Yard is the property immediately west of the Veteran’s Cemetery. This site had been used
as a storage yard for the town for many years. In the last few years we cleaned out the yard, which
included removing a significant amount of materials, including soil which can be used for top soil. These
soils have been brought to the Parks Garage for screening. We will use this soil for our work (lawn damage
repairs, curb repairs, construction projects, etc.) instead of having to purchase top soil at a fairly high price.

Because the Yard was adjacent to the Cemetery, the thought is to make it available, in the future, for the
possible expansion of Veteran’s Cemetery. At this point in time, we estimate that the existing areas of the
Cemetery will reach capacity in about 10-12 years. We will work on a plan, should a decision be made on
expanding the existing Cemetery, to continue to improve the Yard for this purpose.

Tree Replacement Program

We have removed many dead and dying trees over the last several years. Our tree removal crew averages
30-50 removals per year in town. Seventy percent of these trees are trees that grow along the streets. The
remaining 30% of the trees that have been removed have been at our public buildings, schools, medians and
parks. Little has been done to replace these trees over the past several years because of a lack of funding.

Recently capital project funding was provided by the Town Council for this purpose and will allow us to
begin a multi-year effort to replace trees and re-establish our urban forest. The trees in our public areas and
along the streets need to be considered an asset requiring management, just like our streets, sidewalks, town
buildings and other assets. In addition to this funding being used for planting trees, we will be working to
develop a tree inventory to track the number and types of trees in the neighborhoods, in commercial areas,
and the parks to assist in determining priorities for tree maintenance and planting.



