
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT WE DO 

 
Plan Review & Design Development  

•  Monitor federal, state and local plans and programs to maximize their benefits and minimize their liabilities to 

the community. 

•  Design town projects (e.g., landscaping, parking lots, beautification and recreational facilities). 

•  Review applications to Town Planning & Zoning Commission for proposed developments to ensure compliance 

with the Master Plan and regulatory mechanisms and encourage good development. 

•  Review applications to Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission for proposed developments to ensure 

compliance with the master plan and regulatory mechanisms and encourage development to be in reasonable 

harmony with the environment. 

•  Review applications to Historic District Commission to ensure compliance with the Historic District Guidelines. 

•  Update the standards of Zoning, Subdivision, and Inland Wetland Regulations on a regular basis. 

•  Conduct environmental education and other programs 

•  Prioritize future open space acquisitions 

•  Monitor post-2010 Census activities and provide local review and input as required.  
•  Update and implement the Plan of Conservation and Development.  
 

Geographic Information System  

•  Continue updating the property map and prepare this map for use with future applications. 

•  Administer the Assessor’s Online Geographical Information System (GIS) 

•  Create maps/databases and perform analysis to support town programs. 

Support Boards & Commissions  

•  Prepare agendas, perform research and analysis, collect applications and perform administrative functions for: 

• the Town Planning & Zoning Commission, 

•  the Inland Wetlands & Watercourse Commission,  

• the Historic District Commission, and  

• the Energy Task Team 

Guiding Appropriate Development  Protecting the Environment  Preserving Historic Resources 

  

Planning 

Eric Barz, Town Planner 

Lauren Good, Assistant Town Planner 

Cyd Groff, Environmental Planner/Inland 

Wetlands Agent  

Marian Madison, Secretary 

 

Budget:  $401,150 

Planning is responsible for reviewing proposed 

developments, designing Town projects, providing 

information on public and private developments, and the 

development of a Geographic Information System (GIS) 

for mapping, information retrieval, and analysis. 

 



 

Town Planning & Zoning Commission Highlights 

 

In calendar year 2010, the Planning Department and Town Planning & Zoning Commission (TPZC) 

reviewed 89 applications.  Although these applications were mostly special uses and minor site plan 

revisions that did not involve the construction of new square footage, 8,900 square feet of new 

commercial/industrial space and 95 dwelling units were approved.  The major new projects included: 

 

• Windsor Place Subdivision: 46-lot open space subdivision with 35 acres of open space 

• 109/125 Poquonock Avenue: Mixed-use development with 42 one- and two-bedroom units and 

6,800 sq. ft. of retail space 

• Traditional Neighborhood Design Development Regulations: Enabling regulations to allow for 

the incremental development of a new mixed-use village 

 

In the past year, the following projects achieved the following status: 

 

• Go Dog Stay, a 2,050 sq. ft. dog kennel at 909 Stone Road, completed construction and is open 

for business 

• Hayden Station Fire House, a 6,525 sq. ft. addition and building alteration at 54 Basswood 

Road, completed construction 

• New England Veterinary Center & Cancer Care, a 9,039 sq. ft. veterinary center at 955 

Kennedy Road, completed construction and is open for business 

• DataMail, a 42,490 sq. ft. addition at 880 Marshall Phelps Road, began construction 

• Lord’s Woods, a 60-lot subdivision, has received all required land use permits and could begin 

development  

• 25 acres of land were deeded to the Town as open space at 301 Pigeon Hill Road to connect to 

Trent Park 

 

The TPZC held numerous workshops on smart growth, form-based regulations, and both residential 

and economic development (in preparation for updating two chapters of the Plan of Conservation and 

Development) and also held a joint meeting with the IWWC for an informal discussion of the proposed 

Great Pond Village development on the ABB property located at 2000 Day Hill Road. 
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Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1. What is a wetland? 

The State of Connecticut defines wetlands by soil type.  'Poorly drained' or 'very poorly drained' soils are 

considered wetlands. 

 

2. What is a watershed?  How many do we have in Windsor? 

A watershed is defined by topography, high points are the dividers.  We have 9 watersheds in Windsor: Stony 

Brook, Park River, North Branch Park River, Mill Brook, Decker's Brook, Meadow Brook, Phelps Brook, 

Farmington River.  All of these are part of the Connecticut River watershed. 

 

3. What activities affect wetlands? 

Anything from cutting trees and building to fertilizing a lawn or not maintaining a septic system.  Invasive 

plants also have a negative affect. 

 

4. Is the sewer what I see the grates for in the streets? 

No.  The grates known as catch basins are for stormwater and are not treated prior to discharge into the 

Farmington or Connecticut Rivers. 

 

5. How do I know if I have wetlands on my property? 

Start by coming to Town Hall to look at our maps.  We may already have information about your property.  If 

we don't or the information is questionable or more than 10 years old, a State Registered soil scientist is needed 

to test the soil and make a report and drawing.  

 

6. How do I know if I need a wetland permit?  

The information from the soil scientist is transferred to a survey of your property by a CT licensed civil 

engineer.  The regulated distance is then measured and the desired activity placed on the drawing. 

 

7. What's the difference between the regulated area and the 'no disturb' zone? 

The regulated area for activity in Windsor is 150 feet.  Within that, the Commission restricts activity within the 

first 50 feet. 

 

8. What can I do to help protect the wetlands? 

• Wash your car at the car wash or on the lawn, not your driveway.   

• Dispose of pet waste properly. 

• Reduce chemical applications of all kinds 

• Switch to plant-based dish and laundry detergents 

• Bag grass clippings and leaves for removal or define a compost pile area outside the regulated area 

 

9. What constitutes a violation of Windsor's IWWC regulations? 

Activity in the regulated area that requires a permit such as clearing, grubbing, filling, grading, paving, 

excavating, constructing, depositing or removing material, and clear-cutting. 

 
“Dumping” in regulated area  Illegal excavation allowing sedimentation 

into watercourse 

 Landscaping debris “fill” in Wetland area 

  

 


