
 
WILSON/ DEERFIELD ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

(WDAC)  
VIRTUAL MEETING 

January 27, 2022 
Regular Meeting 

 
APPROVED MINUTES 

 

GUEST: Katrina Overstreet; Leanne Tyson 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Bingham called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM. Present were committee 
members Katie Woodward, Alvin Bingham, Kim McCloud, Karen Zak, Charles Jackson, 
Debbie Baker. 

Staff: Peter Souza, Town Manager; James Burke, Economic Development Director; 
Flavia Rey de Castro, Community Development Specialist; Don Melanson, Police Chief; 
Andrew Power, Police Captain; David Sanchez, Sergeant. 
 

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Katrina Overstreet, of 99 Corey Street, expressed her frustration with the drivers in 
Wilson, specifically the street where she lives. She discussed several neighbors and 
visitors who are driving too fast on the road, not stopping at stop signs, and parking on 
the street overnight with seemingly no repercussions. Chairman Bingham asked that 
she take photos of these actions so that there can be appropriate follow-up.  

 
*At the end of the meeting, Leanne Tyson introduced herself and said that she lives on 
Giddings Avenue. She supports the need for more traffic and parking enforcement in 
the Wilson area. She expressed her fear of driving along Windsor Avenue and asked for 
action beyond signs.   

 
3. INTRODUCTION OF NEW COMMITTEE MEMBER   
 
Rey de Castro introduced the new committee member, Debbie Baker, who is a resident 
of the Deerfield neighborhood and a staff member with Riverfront Recapture. She 
expressed her excitement to be part of the committee, having been a ten-year Windsor 
resident.  
 
 
 
 



4. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

a. Speeding and Traffic Calming Enforcement  
 

Zak indicated she was a part of the WDAC Speeding Subcommittee and summarized 
the meeting indicating that residents would mainly like to see is more police presence in 
the Wilson area in terms of traffic control. She also explained that are several possible 
courses of action were discussed. These included physical barriers like speed bumps. 
Souza introduced himself and Chief Melanson, who gave an overview of Police 
Department staffing and how districts and shifts are broken down and assigned. 
Melanson also showed a map of calls for service from December 2021, to show how the 
calls are geographically distributed throughout town. He also showed the most common 
locations for car accidents and traffic stops. Bingham pointed out that there were very 
few stops on side streets off the main road of Windsor Avenue. Melanson explained that 
it is very difficult to pinpoint exactly when people will be violating traffic laws on side 
streets because there is not a regular schedule of violations, and officers are often 
otherwise occupied elsewhere when these occur. He also explained the Police 
Department’s use of “black boxes”, which are mounted on telephone poles and that 
monitor traffic volume, speeds, and other data, to help direct officers to the areas of 
highest concern. 
  
Souza then outlined the Drive Wise program, which seeks to involve the community in 
persuading drivers to change their behavior rather than involving the police with heavy-
handed enforcement. He explained that under this program traffic signs are posted 
around different neighborhoods to remind drivers to slow down. He then indicated that 
the town collects data while the signs are on display and analyzes whether or not these 
efforts were effective. He also discussed the other methods of monitoring traffic 
conditions, such as police department trailers and other electronic devices placed along 
the roads. Souza then briefly discussed the Traffic Enforcement Committee, which is 
made up of members of the Engineering, Public Works, and Police Departments. 

 
Baker, commented that she had a positive experience participating in the Drive Wise 
program, especially in terms of getting neighbors to communicate with each other. 
Jackson commented that in Wilson, yard signs are very difficult to see because many 
people park on the street, blocking the signs from view. He said that the main issue 
near Wilson Avenue is more parking compliance. He explained that people often times 
park on the wrong side of the street and the Police Department only issues warnings. 
He also mentioned instances of people hitting poles and street signs. He suggested 
making curbs and islands higher to discourage people driving over them.  

 
Souza discussed some of the best ways to get in contact with the Police Department or 
report an issue. He discussed See, Click, Fix noting that it allows the user to place 
complaints either with pictures or text and to do it anonymously. Melanson also noted 
that the Police Department’s website allows for the public to place complaints. He also 
indicated that if it is a more urgent matter to call the routine number and the dispatch will 
notify the Sergeants on duty. He indicated that especially with parking issues, this would 



be the preferred way to notify the Police Department as they would be able to address 
the issue as it’s actually happening. Zak asked for feedback on placing complaints 
through pictures. Power noted that photo evidence of traffic violations can be helpful. He 
indicated though that if complaints are placed this way, it is more likely for the patrolling 
Officer to learn about the issue and investigate it after the fact; however, he noted that 
pictures could be helpful to place a complaint if it was a neighbor doing the violation 
since this would allow the Police to identify and communicate with the person after the 
violation takes place. He highlighted though that pictures would be most effective to 
notify of issues such as potholes or a broken curve. Zak noted that her take away from 
the speeding subcommittee meeting was that as opposed to being the specific 
incidences of parking or speeding, the issue was the feeling that there is a lack of Police 
presence in Wilson and Deerfield.  Jackson indicated he would like to see a patrolling 
officer at the old fire station noting that this would make drivers slow down. Bingham 
requested a breakdown of calls that occur between the hours of 11PM and 7AM. 
Melanson said they could send that information over. Bingham also commented that 
speed bumps have been requested in the past and noted that he thought his street 
would not benefit from Drive Wise.  He expressed frustration as he noted that his 
neighbors had gone through the process of getting signatures, doing surveys, etc. to get 
a speed bump on their street; however, they did not hear back from the town. Souza 
indicated he was not aware of the previous request being submitted and offered getting 
together at a later date to discuss the traffic calming procedures with the Engineering 
Department. He noted that not every situation has a solution and that the same solution 
cannot be provided in every situation. He noted that that this particular situation should 
be evaluated and that neighbors should be consulted. He explained that the town had 
received informal requests for speed bumps in numerous residential streets throughout 
town. He requested that committee members be mindful that Police Officers have 
several responsibilities and calls for service that they are responding to. He noted that 
this, however, does not mean that the Department will not aim to be more responsive.  
Bingham asked how technology used has affected and benefitted the Police’s traffic 
enforcement efforts. Melanson explained that it informs decisions for doing focused 
enforcement as it makes clear where the needs are and allows the Police Department 
to prevent more serious accidents from happening.   

 
Jackson invited Sanchez to share his perspective on the discussion. Sanchez noted he 
was interested in discussing Zak’s concern about lack of Police presence in the area. 
He explained that in Windsor there are 30 square miles and five Police Officers 
patrolling. For perspective, he noted that since the meeting had started the Officer 
assigned to district one (Wilson and Deerfield areas), has been with the officer assigned 
to district two responding to a call for service. He noted that calls for service that are not 
small routine calls require two Police Officers to respond. He also noted that for the past 
hour, two other Officers, that patrol districts four and five, are responding to a traffic 
accident. Sanchez indicated that at the moment there was only one Police Officer free. 
Zak indicated that there might not be enough Police Officers on staff. Sanchez 
explained that when there is a call for service, the Officer is responsible for speaking to 
the complainant, talking to neighbors, investigating if there are any cameras nearby. 
Afterwards, he noted, the Officer is responsible to typing this information up. He 



explained that Officers normally deal with the paperwork while they are parked 
somewhere that they can be seen and respond to issues that might arise. He noted that 
Officers are trying to balance traffic with other issues that typically arise.  
 
5. ITEMS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
Jackson suggested naming the open lot in Wilson, to be converted to a park, after either 
Clifford Primus or other notable local individual. He requested that he would like to place 
more attention to the park. Bingham noted that the town is working on creating an RFP 
to procure an architect for the design of the park.    

 
6. STAFF REPORTS 

 
Rey de Castro reported on the COVID vaccination levels in Windsor. She also reported 
that there will be upcoming vaccination and booster clinics, and listed the details for the 
committee. She also said that the Wilson Library is looking for tutors, and listed a few 
upcoming recreation programs.  

 
Souza announced that there will be a workshop to discuss ARPA fund uses, and 
encouraged committee members to be involved.  

 
*At this point, there was an additional public comment, the details of which are listed 
above. 

 
7. REVIEW OF 12/2/20 MEETING MINUTES 
  
Zak made a motion to accept the minutes, which was seconded by Jackson. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Zak made a motion to adjourn, and Charles Jackson seconded. The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:25 PM.  
 


