
TOWN OF WINDSOR 
MILL BROOK OPEN SPACE STEERING COMMITTEE 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2018 
LUDLOW ROOM – TOWN HALL 

 
APPROVED MINUTES 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Present:   Steven Fraysier, Meg Harvey (arrived at 6:50 p.m.), Nigel Pepin, and Aaron Szotka  
 
Absent:  Hilary Carpenter 
 
Staff Present: Town Manager, Peter Souza and Town Planner, Eric Barz, Assistant Town 
Planner, Todd Sealy 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Jim Kanvik, from Windsor Land Trust, expressed his appreciation on behalf of the Windsor 
Land Trust Board for the Committee’s work to date. This parcel has long been sought after 
by the Windsor Land Trust and others. It is gratifying to see the long term planning process 
underway.  
 
3. REVIEW OF AUGUST 28TH OPEN HOUSE EVENT 

 
Committee members felt the August 28th open house went well. There was a good turn out 
and attendees were engaged and sharing their ideas and thoughts. Some ideas shared 
included:  

• Incorporating some type of display recognizing the rich history of the Mill Brook and 
Mack Brick yard; 

• need to be cognizant of access for individuals with disabilities or limited mobility; and 
• reuse of the clubhouse should take into account the cost benefit analysis, including 

revenue potential and annual operating expenses.  
 
4. DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC INPUT RECEIVED TO DATE AND UPDATE ON-LINE 

SURVEY 
 
Town Manager Souza stated the survey was posted on the website late last week. So far, 
approximately 379 surveys have been completed. A summary of the results to date was 
provided.  
 
Mr. Eric Barz, Town Planner, reviewed the exercise gauging open house participants’ desire 
regarding land management levels and passive activity. 
 



The committee identified several preliminary themes based on public input received to date 
including: 
 
• Land Management – Areas of the parcel could be managed to varying degrees or levels 

to provide diversity in the wildlife habitat and visitor experience. For example, portions of 
the flatter/level portions of the site could be mowed on a more frequent basis while areas 
toward the western side of the parcel could be managed less and allowed to revert to 
succession type forest. 

• Trail System – develop a combination of different types of trails to accommodate walkers, 
hikers and perhaps bicyclists. Trails could be existing pavement, hard packed gravel, 
mowed grass or woodland type. Committee members discussed the topic of bicycle trails 
and the initial consensus was to not have mountain bike trials but perhaps a ‘family and 
leisure’ type biking trail could happen on hard surface trails.  

• Habitat – Allow for bird and wildlife watching through maintaining and creating a variety 
of habitats. For example, flower gardens to attract pollinators could be created.  

• Mill Brook – The Mill Brook waterway is an important and integral part of the property. 
Efforts should be dedicated to stabilize and enhance it. Committee members suggested 
it would be possible to open up some portions of the stream bank while other segments 
could be kept ‘wild’ or less managed. River Street Park was cited as a possible example. 

• Activities – A range of passive recreation activities can be accommodated through varying 
land management approaches. Committee members noted that survey results to date 
indicate walking/hiking, sledding, picnicking, and bird/wildlife watching are the top 
preferences.  

 
The committee discussed possible approaches for reuse of the buildings. Members noted the 
preliminary survey results show the following preferences for the clubhouse:  

• Town operated venues 
• Lease as event/meeting space 
• Lease for commercial use  

 
Discussion regarding Mack Street focused on the need for handicap access, pedestrian 
access, vehicle parking and potential reuse options for the house. Members discussed the 
possibility/idea of getting an access easement from the neighboring office building as well as 
the possibility of relocating the house closer to Mack Street.  
 
Members agreed that further information and discussion is warranted concerning the reuse 
options for both the clubhouse and 72 Mack Street.  
 
5. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for September 20th at 6:00 PM and will be held at the 
Windsor Library in the large community room on the main floor. 
 
Members requested staff send them a copy of the Northwest Park master plan as a 
reference document. 
 
Staff will poll committee members in the next week regarding possible meeting dates in 
October. Prior to finalizing recommendations to the Town Council in early November, it was 



suggested that preliminary recommendations be ‘tested’ with residents at one of the 
October meetings.  
 
Tentative agenda items for the September 20th meeting are: 

• Review survey results 
• Review draft themes and guiding principles 
• Complete mapping exercise related to land management/concept plan 
• Discuss elements of vision statement 
• Set meeting schedule 

 
Members of the public were recognized and made a few comments including: 

• The Mill Brook is an important waterway and the public is pleased the committee 
seems to understand that  

• Access to Windsor center through Mack Street is key 
• Providing both a walking and biking connection from Mack Street to Pigeon Hill Road 

was suggested. This would help connect the Day Hill corporate neighborhood with 
the center. 

 
6. MINUTES 

 
MOVED by Mr. Szotka, seconded by Mr. Pepin, to approve the minutes of the August 22, 
2018, August 23, 2018 and August 28, 2018 meeting as presented.  
 
Motion Passed 4-0-0 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned by consensus at 7:55 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 

Peter Souza 
Town Manager 


