Conservation Commission

Minutes: September 27, 2005

Windsor Town Hall

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m.

Roll Call
Present: Davis, Dolliver, Harvey, Hinckley, Rogovich, Smith, Stepanek, Yeich; ex
officio, Parker

Chairman’®s Announcements/Briefs:

Minutes will be placed on town website.

Introduced guest: High School Student, Sherry Stepanek

Chairman introduced and welcomed latest member Dan Stepanek.

Reviewed letter drafted by Terry Langevin to ABB regarding a trail along the Farmington
River.

34.8 acre Mocarski farm proposal for zone change (from AG to AA) was denied by TPZ.

Old Business

RE: Akutowicz property @ 580 Poquonock Ave. — parcel is AA zoned; includes
developable 5.67 acres and additional ten acres that stretch to the Farmington river. Meg
volunteered to research the options available and present them to the heirs via email. The
heirs, who live abroad, have been approached by developers, however, they desire to
honor Mr. Akutowicz’s final wish to maintain the land as farmland.

It would also be smart to have this information available as a referent for future inquiries.
New Business

Land Trust-The Greater Hartford Land Trust was established by former CC member
Adam Gutcheon. It will eventually be disbanded however, he asked that the commission
discuss and consider the possibility of specific members taking it over and managing it.
An entity separate from the town would have to be formed. The paper work is in order
and it would be a turnkey operation. Concerns — i.e. liability? taxes? filing requirements?
property maintenance fees? environmental liabilities? legal fees? were mentioned. Colette
thought that a more prudent approach would be to acquire a speaker from a Land Trust
that has a success rate. The CC members could pick their brains and get some of these
concerns addressed. Frank will research CT Land Trusts and subsequently invite an
experienced Land Trust representative to speak with the membership.

Eminent Domain-Governor Rell has requested that New London impose a
moratorium on taking private property to develop land for private enterprise. Parker will
research specifics of past eminent domain activity. Evidently it was not commonly
known that a developer was able to take land for building properties that would yield
profits.

Education/publicity- Colette reported that Ann would like to obtain approval to
draft a letter to the DEP Commissioner, Gina McCarthy, endorsing her commitment to
preservation and inquiring how we can work in concert with the state commission. Ann
thought that it would be wise to invite someone from Ms. McCarthy’s staff to address the
commission. Idea was approved unanimously and green light given to draft a letter.



Colette presented the copy and layout for the open space flyer that Ann has been
working on diligently. It will consist of four panels, three of which will have headings
Awareness, Appreciation & Action followed by inviting copy under each heading. The
last panel will be a tear off: fill-out-and-send-in. The reverse of the mailer will contain
our mission and vision statements. Copy was submitted to all members for perusal.
Suggestions for alterations to be presented at the next meeting.

Roundtable

* Blaise will continue adding property to open space wish list. He announced that there
was an opening on the TPZ if anyone was interested.

* Parker will give us a primer on Grant Writing.

* Dick used the direct approach in dealing with the Poquonock Avenue Association in
asking for a pedestrian easement and public use of the trail that heads to the road. He
asked that they respond by November.

* Sam is still tweaking the website and will add a blurb on balancing growth with open
space.

» Meg will continue research on the Akutowicz land and options

* Colette & Ann will continue working on outreach materials.

* Sheila will pursue inquiring about a parcel of desirable property in her area.

The meeting was adjourned @ 8:15 p.m.
Next scheduled meeting: Tues, October 25, 2005.



