
Windsor Public Library Advisory Board
Special Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, Sept. 28, 2005
Windsor Train Station
Unapproved Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 7:15 PM 
 Olivia Harvey  was appointed Secretary

Present:  Mike Raphael, David Raney, Olivia Harvey, Nellie Mason, Mary Ann 
Overbaugh, Cheryl Curtis arrived later.

Public Comment (Name, address, comments on reverse)--None

Minutes  of April 19, 2005  meeting:
Additions/corrections: (use reverse)
Motion:  Mike Raphael
Second:  David Raney
Vote:  Approved 5 - 0

Library Expansion Project Update

Windows and the roof are about a month behind schedule, but interior work in on 
schedule.  Best estimate for completion—February.  At this point plan to move offices 
back first and then public services, with a May reopening date.  Lease at Aglow runs 
through April 30.  

Staff has been working with Best Joslin on the interiors.  Carpet, paint colors, laminates 
and tiles have been selected.  Public desks (check out, circulation and reference) are 
being designed.  We are now selecting chairs and tables.  Rideshare left us their office 
furniture, which we will re use in the new building.

Artwork:
A bowl was made from tree in the courtyard by woodworker Kenneth Dubay

Movie posters for adult area-Three movies have been filmed in Windsor or are based on 
Windsor history:  Parrish, War of the Worlds and Arsenic and Old Lace.  We have 
obtained posters and these will be framed and displayed, with historic write up, in the 
video/DVD section of the library.

Design a Tile Program-Saturday Oct 15, 10 AM – 3 PM  on the veranda of the Windsor 
Train Station Children 3-13 are invited to design and paint a ceramic tile. Each child can 
paint a favorite book character on one 4 inch square tile.  Some of the tiles will be 
randomly selected to be installed in the wall of our new family bathroom in the 
Children’s Department.  The remaining tiles will be prominently displayed during our 
Grand Reopening.  The event is free and drop-ins are welcome, but if you sign up in 
advance it will help us ensure that we have enough tiles for everyone.  Call the library at 
925-6748 to sign up.



Discussion/
Questions
Iron Mountain not being used; we were offered space at Loomis and Grace Church. 

Donations/Guidelines for Naming Spaces

The Windsor Library Association created a building expansion fund to accept donations 
for the new building.  An individual has indicated that he would like to donate $10,000 to 
the fund in memory of a relative and that he would like a space in the library to be 
named for that person. The town does not a have policy regarding the naming of rooms 
or spaces.  Library staff gathered input from other libraries to determine methods for 
doing this and reviewed the proposed floor plan to determine logical areas for naming. 

Discussion:  Are the amounts too small?  Consider incomes of town households.  
Question: have you spoken to Town Manager—yes.
David Raney left the meeting early but gave proxy for Option #1.
Discussion regarding naming spaces for this year only?  Or annually?
Guidelines:  Group or individual donations to be reviewed by Library Advisory Board.  
Discretionary use for honoring an individual over a group.  Donations to remain 
private—use words to describe total amount rather than monetary figure.

Motion:  To accept Option #1 as presented with guidelines listed above added.
Mary Ann Overbaugh
Second: Cheryl Curtis
Vote: 6-0

Library Director’s Report

Summer Reading Program at Main Library:
 Though our temporary location caused us to scale back our summer reading program 
Raise the Roof for Reading, over 400 children who the program. Eighty-four children 
read at least 15 minutes a day six days a week for a seven-week period to receive a 
prize book. Unlike many reading programs that reward the number of books read our 
goal is to establish a reading habit, which is more difficult for children to do. Kids really 
enjoyed the hands-on aspect of our Kick Off at Northwest Park where they painted, 
wallpapered, hammered, sanded and used a screwdriver. Other hits were the Fire 
Fighter Stories at Poquonock Fire Station where 76 parents and eager children 
assembled to hear stories and see the equipment and the Lego Building Contest. Of 
course we saw many smiling faces as children came to the library after doing their 
weekly reading to excavate a jeweled ring or a slippery chameleon in our sandpit. 

Sylvie Shaffer, an unpaid intern from Smith College, helped with programs at Main and 
the Branch.

Fall Children’s programs will be at Town Hall, Stony Hill School and Chamber of 
Commerce.  Brochure distributed.  No Adult programs this fiscal year due to budget cuts 
this year except for One Book One Windsor.  Chris Bohjalian author of The Buffalo 
Soldier will speak tomorrow at the Huntington House.  All tickets are gone.



Have begun to email overdue notices; working well.  No noticeable budget impact yet, 
but we expect postage expenditures to drop.
Wireless Internet access very popular at both Aglow and Wilson.  Will also have this in 
new building.
Aglow attendance increasing just under 500 people per day.
Wilson about 265 per day.

WLA fund drive-flyers sent out 2 weeks ago.
Gala—since the Huntington House has closed, are investigating Loomis or considering 
possibly the new building.

Discussion/Questions:   
MaryAnn Overbaugh suggested that library create a display of photos of children’s 
programs through the years, to be placed in Children’s Room.

Wilson Branch Report

Summer 2005 was a busy time at the Wilson Branch Library.  In July, reached highest 
circulation ever, checking out over 5,200 items!!  Along with the Main Library the Branch 
hosted a summer intern from Smith College who was a tremendous help!  Also had  a 
high school student at he branch who volunteered 15 hours each week throughout the 
summer.

Asbestos abatement was completed on the front vestibule of the building.  Abatement of 
the side vestibule and replacement of new tile is expected to take place this fall.  The 
parking lot was re-striped and the exterior book drop was replaced with a larger one 
from the Main Library.

Programs included tutoring, several craft programs and a field trip.  Author Chris 
Bohjalian will be coming to Windsor on Thursday Sept. 29th.  In preparation for his visit, 
both libraries have been busy circulating copies of his book Buffalo Soldier, this year's 
One Book, One Windsor choice.

Computer use continues to grow!!  All five public computers are occupied most of the 
time that the branch is open. (1167 users in July 2005 compared to 515 during July 
2004!) 
The Branch collected water for hurricane Katrina victims.  This was a huge effort in a 
short span of time—they collected enough bottled water to fill 2 utility size vans!!

Next meeting date on Wed Dec 7 2005.

Adjourned at  8:30.  Moved by Cheryl Curtis, seconded by Olivia Harvey 

Respectfully submitted
Olivia Harvey


