
Commission on Aging and Handicapped
Minutes

November 14, 2006

Commissioners Present: John Merrill, Pat Hays, Jacqueline Torres, Stephany 
Wall, Estelle LaBarre, Randy Mckinney, Linda Rickard, 
Sue Viner

Excused: Gale Deming, Lee Hoffman, Shirley Hallett

Staff Liaison: Kathleen Marschall, Windsor Senior Center

Also Present: Charles Petrillo, Director of Health

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM.

Stephany Wall began the meeting by introducing our new commissioner, Jacqueline 
Torres.

Communication from Commissioners and Liaison Person:
Linda Rickard received a long term care survey from Joyce Armstrong.  The survey is 
being conducted by the State of Connecticut and is available on line for people to 
complete.  Linda passed around the web site for everyone.

Sue Viner said she watched a series on elder abuse that Katie Couric did on the evening 
news.

New Business:
 Access issues related to shelters-Dr. Charles Petrillo

Dr. Petrillo began by saying the health department had just received their flu vaccine and 
that flu clinics would be scheduled within the week.

Dr. Petrillo said that part of his job is to be the director of emergency management for the 
town, and that Windsor is in the process of revising it's emergency operations plan.  The 
town is required by law to revise it every four years.
There are new requirements by the Department of Homeland security, and a letter was 
sent to elected officials explaining these new requirements.  Each community must 
develop a plan for universal access to their shelters.

In the past, arrangements were made with local nursing homes to accommodate people 
with special needs during an emergency.



The plan will need to cover:
 A system to notify people with special needs that a shelter is open and that there 

is an emergency
 Evacuation
 Sheltering
 How to deal with access to medication and refrigeration of medications
 Back-up power to accommodate people with special needs
 Access to mobility devices and/or service animals
 Access to information

Dr. Petrillo said the entire community needs to know about shelters and that they can be 
used by everyone.  Our current shelter is at L.P. Wilson Community Center.  Dr. Petrillo 
felt that many of the seniors in the community feel comfortable at L.P. Wilson.

As the plan is being revised, Dr. Pettrillo asked if the commission would review it and 
give their input.

A discussion ensued about this topic.

Communication from Public:
None

Minutes:
The minutes from the October 3, 2006 meeting were reviewed and accepted as written.

Old Business:
 Forum on Inclusion - Scheduling Viewing of DVD

Linda Rickard and Stephany Wall received a letter from Joyce Armstrong and The 
Human Relations Commission asking if we had a schedule of presentations.

Pat Hays will be presenting to The Civitan Club in January
Estelle LaBarre will present to The Windsor Women's Club in January.
Stephany Wall will present to The Historical Society.
Linda Rickard will be presenting to The Lions Club in January.

After the presentations are done, they would like to put the forum on WIN-TV.

 Restaurant Brochure
Stephany Wall collected the remaining surveys.



New Business:
 Town Council Review of CIP

Stephany received information that the Senior Center is unscheduled as is all building 
renovation at this time.

Randy Mckinney brought up a new program the state is developing entitled "Money 
follows the Person." It would allow people eligible for nursing homes to stay in their own 
homes with support. 

A discussion ensued about this topic.

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:06 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Marschall


