Windsor Conservation Commission Minutes
Windsor Town Hall, Rose Room

June 26, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 7:35

Present: D. Davis, F. Davis, Harvey, Hinckley, Knickerbocker, Parker,
Rogovich, Seacat, Yeich
Minutes approved with Hinckley abstaining.
New Business
Smart Power — David Davis reported on a meeting he attended on the clean
energy initiative in CT which fosters cleaner, healthier and
environmentally friendly energy i1.e. wind, H0 power or landfill gas.
Households subscribe by paying a surcharge on their utility bills in order
to get a portion of their electricity from renewable resources. The task
force is challenging CT towns to convert 20% of energy used in their
public buildings to clean energy. According to David, solar panels are
awarded to towns that reach certain levels and Windsor has already earned
one. Forty-five CT towns have signed up thus far.

Blaise made a motion that the Conservation Commission support the
efforts of the Clean Energy Task Force and help promote the movement in
the best way possible. Motion was seconded by Sam and carried unanimously.

Land Trust - Blaise reported that the planning department supplied us with a
group of maps with a variety of conservation focuses i.e. designating
corridors, open space. Frank praised a report on Windsor’s conservation
efforts presented by Town Planner, Eric Barz that aired on GOV TV.

Frank observed that the town leadership was not clear on the fee in lieu
of Open Space. We now have a total of $84,000 in Open Space Fund.
Developers must donate 15% of the property being developed or $2,000 per
building lot.

Town is asking us to provide them with a process to acquire land.

Misc

3-Rod Road property is in the process of augmenting Matianuck State Park
by 8 acres.

Millbrook Farm remains interested in development rights.

Draft Maps provided by the Town Planning Department were discussed at
length. Frank will ask for several adjustments to be made.

Roundtable
e Richard asked if the maps could be reduced and distributed to CC



members.
e Meg asked 1If the maps were on a GIS electronic accessible system. She
also thought it would be beneficial to include more detailed land
specifications to the existing maps. That would give leverage when
reviewing properties for possible acquisition and allow us to take a
proactive approach with landowners— pointing out specific, valuable land
characteristics.
e Blaise said that in some parts of NY and on Long Island, a 1% fee is
added to closing costs when selling a house. The monies are placed iIn an
open space fund. Wondered if the CC could research suggesting/implementing
a similar program.
e Jason volunteered to sub for Frank or Meg at the Wild & Scenic Study
meetings. He also emphasized the marketing advantages of updating maps for
a variety of presentations.
= Sam brought attention to the Peter Marteka column (6/29/07) in The
Hartford Courant which reported that the state is setting aside $5 million
to help towns, cities and land trusts purchase property or easements for
open space. Also $5 million will be added to the Open Space and Watershed
Land Acquisition Grant Program.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.



